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< ‘ 
The Song of Blessed Hope 
By A. C. L, 


This same Jesus shall so Come in like manner as 
ye: have seen him..go into heaven. — Acts £ : rr 
HEN the Sayiour came to earth 
Angels sang his wondrous birth, 
And we sing it o’er and o’er : 
‘* He has come.” 


’Twas the angels said to men, 
‘* He will surely come again.” * 
Let us sing it o'er and o’er 

« Till he come.” 





Dodging or Seeking 

Most of us are likely to think that we have 
responsibilities enough without praying for more. 
We wonder how we can get through the day, and we 
are not generally hunting for additional Caves. Yet this 
is exactly what one very busy business man often does 
in his morning devotions, - He asks God to send him 
on that day to some one who needs such help as he 
can give. He is already a center of personal service 
for others, but he is asking for more. While others 
are seeking to find the way out of so many demands 
for personal aid, he is seeking for the way to get 
deeper into others’ burdens. It would make a great 
difference in any neighborhood if a few men were 
praying for instead of dodging such opportunities. 


ax 
A Fighter Called Home 


It is better to do one thing well than many things 
indifferently. A rifle bullet well aimed is more 
effective than the scattering charge of a, shot-gun. 
Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens has for years poured rifle 
bullets with deadly effectiveness into. the camp of the 
liquor traffic. On December 3, at her home in Alton, 
Illinois, she was called to be with her Lord. Surely 
she was welcomed on the other side for the enemies 
she made here. The Sunday School Times has long 


been blessed by her work, as it continues to be, in its 

lesson department, by that of her sister, Mrs. Mary 
Foster Bryner. These two consecrated women are 
cohspicudus for the sunshine that has radiated from 
their lives. Though a sufferer for years past, Mrs. 

Stevens never seemed to let that trial cloud the cheer 
and brightness that ‘flowed out from her. As Tem- 
perance Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Association she has led the, Sunday-school 
hosts of North America in an ever-increasing triumph 
over the liquor forces; and her work of conquest will 
go forward as the many whom she has taught take up 
the fight that she now lays down. 


PA 
Resourceful Knitting. 


Until the world’s last need has been met, we 
have our opportunity, And those of least resources 
often do far more than those who are abundantly 
supplied, Miss Lilias Trotter of the Algiers Mission 
Band writes that the native classés that used to work 
on native embroidery and lace at the different stations 
of the Mission in North Africa have now, in view of 
the European war, resolved themselves into more im- 
mediately useful knitting classes for the Red Cross. 
‘¢The children took vigorously to the new craft, even 
though knitting needles had to be of long nails or 
umbrella ribs. Yarn proved as scarce as needles, so 
we started spinning it from sheep fleeces, thus giving 
employment to the older women for whom times 
were hard.” Some of us who are more ‘‘civilized"’ 
might-think.we-could-not knit if we-had only nails or 
umbrella ribs to work with. But service of the real 
Christian can no more be repressed by circumstances 
than the life'of God can be stifled. 


a 
How Much Are Your Wages? 


Men who draw only the money that is put into 
their pay-envelopes are collecting but a small part of 
their salary. A prominent Christian business man 
was standing by a coal-washer watching some boys at 
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The Availableness 


S JESUS passed through the years of his ministry 
there were thousands who heard his call to a 
new life of. confidence in God's power. They 

listened to his great words about care, and Jearned of 
his ability to release men from its corroding and dis- 
abling influence. At every turn he was trying to ac- 
climate them to a larger use of divine power. By 
every metaphor and parable and miracle he led them 
to look at the very thing their hearts were aching for 
all the time—great and sufficient resources in God. 
But the human heart is shy and suspicious, and not 
least so about the things it longs for most. Many 
stood before Jesus and gave intense thought to what 
he was saying, but in the end they could not bring 
themselves to take what he offered. ‘They thought of 
too many objections, and the opportunity passed by. 
But others let themselves go, made the break, sup- 
pressed the doubts and fears, and were surprised at 
ihe quiet and easy way in which divine power would 
put itself at the disposal of trusting hearts. 

The apostles’ training was not one in which Jesus 
was constantly didactic, employing set discourses, or 
openly trying to correct and improve them at every 
point. It was a great training in dependence, and 
when at last they come before the world, they impress 
us as men who have learned to use other forces than 
their own, and to trust in them with a quietness and 
confidence very different from their early days. 

They came to be at ease under forces that at first 
they would have questioned and disputed at every 
step, wishing to know how such things could be, or 


work picking out pieces of slate from the coal that 
went rapidly by into the chutes. His mind followed 
that coal into the cars, onto the wagons, into the 
cellar of his home in Pennsylvania, then into the 
grate about which his loved ones were gathered in the 
happy family circle. Those coal-washer boys were 
serving his loved ones and helping to make that com-. 
fort possible. Perhaps the boys never thought of 
that, he said. ‘But if they were only getting out of 
their work the fifty cents a day, they were losing nine- 
tenths of their pay.'’’ Whatever the work we are in 
(if it has not sin in it), there is possibile an infinite 
circle of service going out from it to others. Those 
who ‘‘serve the Lord Christ,’’ rather than the earthly 
cmployer, can count every piece of their daily ‘* sec- 
ular’’ work a glad, radiant bit of service for others, — 
and for Him. Let us not fail to collect and use the 
main part of our daily wages. 


at 
Are We Better Than Our Choices? 


Our personal choices are reflections of the life 
within, They speak louder than our words, and we 
are measured accurately by them. A church shows 
its character in the type of pastor it selects. A Sun- 
day-school superintendent discloses his ideals in the 
kind of teachers he chooses. A church committee 
whose duty it was to discover a suitable pastor agreed 
that each member of the committee should set down 
in writing the qualification he deemed most essential 
in the new minister. There was a variety of sugives- 
tion in the result, but a notable uniformity in the 
**dominant desire."’ One man’s paper read : * First, 
spirituality ; second, spirituality ; third, spirituality,’’ 
and his opinion was acceptable to all. The heart of 
that church may safely be measured by its specifica- 
tions concerning the desired leader, Whether we like 
to think it or not, our heart-life is disclosed by our 
daily choices, and if we need to know what we are, 
let us note the persons, the books, the doings tliat 
we like and know best. We need. not deceive our- 
selves by protesting that we are really different from 
our preferences. 
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of God’s Resources 


quite ready to declare that they were impossible. 
They would have wanted to go into every detail of 
them, and Joseph Parker well says that ‘details 
make infidels,’"’ That explains why neither Christ 
nor the apostles satisfy the thousands of questions 
that any child or any man might ask. They bring us 
face to face with great divine energies, speak of them 
with an assurance born of their own experience, and 
ask us to trust them and obey them and use them, 
They were unfit to. be apostles until they could speak 
without fear or doubt or trembling about the power 
that God freely gives. Robert E, Speer has put this 
truth in a telling phrase, ‘‘Paul’s ease under the 
supernatural,’’ 

So long as our Christian faith is all clogged with 
questions, instead of radiant with confidences and 
experiences of God’s power, men will care little for 
what we have to say. It may well be that in past 
times religious guides may have been too impatient 
with the natural doubts and questionings that came 
before them, but we are overtaken in a worse fault 
when we spend all our time on misunderstandings. 
Above all else, men want to know what help and 
power they can expect from God, and the answer to 
that question is so full and varied in the New Testa- 
ment that the main question for every Christian is 
now how to get used to it and how to employ it. 

Though help is freely accorded us we still have to 
exercise ourselves in receiving it. There are many 
whom it is very hard to help, even though you may 
have all the willingness in the world. Charity work- 
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ers know this, teachers know it. Saul, the king, was 
hard to help, though nearly every one in the kingdom 
tried to help him, but in ene way and another, al- 
though he longed for it, he resisted it. A drowning 
man will often fight against it in the very motions in 
which he seems to be clutching at it. George Eliot 
said that she felt love and goodness in the universe 
all about her, but she could not get at it or come into 
contact with it. This deadlock between those who 
need help and those who have it to give is one of the 
tragic experiences of life. The Christian life is a life 
where this deadlock is broken and one learns how to 
receive freely. 

Some one has said that one of the tests of a friend 
is that he would let you do anything for him. There 
would be something almost unblushing about the 
lengths he would let you go fn doing for him. Christ 
told his disciples that they were his friends. They 
had let him do everything for them, and they never 
tried to correct the balance. As long as they lived it 
was the same story. Their spiritual stature increased 
as they allowed him to do more and more for them. 

In all those longings that sometimes fill our hearts 
to be better men, to do something worthier of Christ, 
in all those defeated efforts that only emphasize our 
own weakness, may it not be that our great failing 
has not been in the fact that we,have not tried hard 
enough, but that we have not found out how to let 
Christ do all he will for us: 

We have to grow mightily accustomed to not de- 
serving it. Some never can seem to do this. They 
are not at ease under Christ's willing service for men. 
It reminds them too much of their own unworthiness, 
instead of burning it all up in one great outburst of 
glad affection, as it did with Thomas when he cried 
out, ‘‘My Lord and my God.'’ We have to giow 
used to being unworthy. We have to learn how to 
find ourselves quite empty, and instead of spending 
days bemoaning our emptiness, go to Christ with the 
confidence that we are welcome to his stores and that 
it is his function to be accustomed to our need. 

The greatest that any of us can ever do is to show 
that Christ has done a great deal for us. ‘* Then said 
they among the heathen, Jehovah hath done great 
things for them. But it will require a ‘turnover 
in the habit of many minds before they can begin to 
let the Lord do great things for them. We can begin 
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From 4 Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 

God, Fountain of Life and Power: We 
sand in awe and holy reverence bufor re thee we Meee 

declaration sppointing to children 

sotoandmtatines—camaien ine Gighasahebaaans elem 
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minds and mortal frame. We praise thee for 
Pac apere pe ne ager ag sp Free 
ing and achieving results. Teach us to use, and 
how to use, thy power thus designed t6 vibrate from our 
tongues, flash from our eyes, and break forth from our 











to practise the yielding of our cares to him, and the 
first step in that is to fill ourselves with his words 
about care, and to strive to realize how he felt about 
it, then make the fresh venture of dropping them and 
seeing what will come of it. It is not only in the 
circles of the vicious that people become atheists. 
There is many a domestic atheist whose anxiousness 
about trifles has gradually obscured the face of God. 

It was not only the profligate or the vicious whom 
Christ saw losing faith and losing the Father, It was 
also those who were trying to do everything for them- 
selves, and to make sure of every point through their 
own efforts. It was those who were in the bondage of 
self-concern, and could not ¢onceive how God could 
be more interested in us than we are in ourselves. 
Care growing greater and greater means that God is 
growing smaller and smalier with us. Jesus loved to 
see men yield their diseases and their vices to him, 
and he rejoiced too when those who were burdened 
and unequal to life took him at his word, sat at his 
feet, and surrendered their proud, imperious, and 
anxious cares to him. 

It may be with many an over-earnest soul that just 
now the greatest thing he can do for Christ is not 
some heroic effort, but the yielding up to him of his 
weakness and his care. When we have nothing to 
depend upon in ourselves, and all our own resources 
are exhausted, when we are no more capable of the 
great things we long to do, we may be on the verge 
of the greatest experiment we have ever made, of 
finding out as never before the resources of God and 
how welcome we are to. them, 





What of the 4,000 Rescued 
Armenians in Egypt? 

American Christians who have been bowed down 
by the black horror of the Armenian martyrdom,— 
fearing to read the news dispatches that come from 
day to day and show that the situation is growing 
more and more hopeless, —were electrified when they 
learned of the four thousand ‘saved by the cross at 
Antioch,’ the place where they were first called 
‘¢Christians,’’ and from which Paul set out to evan- 
gelize the world. The thrilling story was told in The 
Sunday School Times of November 27, under the 
title **When Five Thousand Armenians Dared to 
Defy the Turk.’’ Mr. Stephen van R. Trowbridge, 
the Secretary to Moslem Fields of the World's Sun- 
day School Association, translated the narrative that 
was written by the Rev. Dikran Andreasian,—whe 
was evidently the leading spirit throughout the dra- 
matic but distressing experience,—and sent it to 
America with a strong appeal for the food and cloth- 
ing and equipment needed for the four thousand 
refugees in the encampment provided by the British 
Government at Port Said. Mr. Trowbridge was made 
Secretary of the Relief Committee that was immedi- 
ately formed in Cairo to care for these Armenians. 

: The response of the readers of The Sunday School 

Times to this appeal was immediate and touching. 
Over $700 have already been cabled to the Rev. 
John Giffen, Treasurer of the Relief Committee in 
Cairo, through Mr. Robert L. Latimer, Treasurer 
of the United Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, 
who is graciously co-operating in‘ the work the 
Times readers are doing for these Armenians. Most 
of this money was sent in small sums, and it comes 
richly supplemented by the prayers of the givers, 
_ --whether from a Sunday-school sending its White 
Gifts to the King, or a ministerial association giving 
the contribution of their union Thanksgiving service, 
or from individuals giving with an eager wish that they 
were able to send much more. 





What of the spiritual provision for these refugees ? 
For many of them need. the Bread of Life, and per- 
haps they have never been in a more favorable oppor- 


tunity to appreciate it. A letter that will be of vital 
interest to all who have made contributions for this 
special Armenian Relief Fund has been received by 
the Editor from Dr. James L. Barton, the Chairman 
of the American Committee for Armenian and Syr- 
ian Relief, and Secretary of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions : 


I notice that the article in The Sunday School Times 
calls upon its readers and their Sunday-schools for help 
for the Armenian refugees in Egypt. 

I have just received a letter from Mr. Trowbridge, who 
provided the material for your article, in which he is urg- 
ing most keeniy for the privilege of using twenty dollars a 
month for evangelistic work among these refugees. The 
Rev, Dikran Andreasian, who chances to be with these 
refugees, a man of wide educatton and with enthusiastic 
evangelistic zeal and spirit, is devoting himself to the dis- 
tribution of bread and looking afier minor details of the 
refugee camp, which, Mr. Trowbridge says, others could 
do just as weil, and he wants to release Andreasian for 
purely evangelistic work, to look after the comfort and 
spiritual welfare of these four thousand refugees. 

He desires therefore the privilege of paving him twenty 
dollars a month, for the support of himself and family, so 
that he may do this. I wonder if, with the gifts which 
you will unquestionably receive from the Sunday-schools, 
you could not authorize Mr. ‘Trowbridge to use that 
amount for the support of Mr. Andréasian and family, 
with the understanding that he and Mrs. Andreasian are 
to Five themselves wholly to ministering to the spiritual 
welfare of that great band of men, women, and children? 
A line from you to Mr. Trowbridge would make that per- 
fectly clear. 

‘This use of the funds would furnish relief for Andrea- 
sian’s own family, while it would provide spiritual help 
for those people in their great sorrow and distress and 
need. Mr. Trowbridge makes an excellent report of the 
work that is being done. 


A cablegram has gone to Mr. Trowbridge telling 


him to use a portion of the money sent by The Sun- 
day School Times’ readers in this way,—releasing 
Pastor Andreasian from the serving of : tables, and 
Starting him on his apostolic work of prayer and the 
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ministry of the Word. Mr. Trowbridge will keep 


Times readers informed of the progress of this work. . 


If any of the contributors toward this fund should 
prefer to have their money used directly toward sup- 
plying food and clothing, they may write to the 

itor, and that portion of the money will not be used 


_ for this special work. 


Perhaps some Sunday-school or class may want the 
privilege of being responsible for one month of this 
evangelistic work, costing $20. 

And shall we not all pray that from the number of 
these four thousand Armenians, snatched from physi- 
cal death in such a startling way, there may be raised 
up men and women who will go out from Egypt in 
the spirit and power of the great apostle who took ship 
from Antioch to pour out his life for dying men ? 

The death toll of crushed Armenia is put by recent 
reports as high as one million souls, practically two- 
thirds of the whole race, and even the most conserva- 
tive estimates put the number at far in excess of half 
a million. It is a martyrdom unparalleled in the 
history of the Christian Church. Missionaries testify 
that in countless instances death came because these 
Christians would not deny the name. 

Dr. William T. Ellis’ articles on ‘* Behind War's 
Screen in the Holy Land,’’ announced in last week’s 
issue, will keep Times readers in touch with the true 
situation, so far as it can be told, and will also give 
Christians the knowledge they should have of the 
‘¢why"’ of these dread events,—so far as that can be 


told. 
x m 
Dishonoring the Holy Spirit? 


In conferences and meetings where the Life that 
is Christ as the Victorious Life has been under dis- 
cussion questions such as the following have been 
asked by many thoughtful Christians . 

Why do you Say so little about the Holy sae in your 
writings on the Victorious. Life? Your whole emphasis 
seems to be upon Jesus Christ ; but the New Testament 
says a great deal about the Holy Spirit, and you are, of 
course, familiar with the books of blessed truth and influ- 
ence that present the Holy Spirit, baptism by the Holy 
Spirit, the fulness of the Holy apn, and the like, as the 
secret of power and victory. oes not your teaching, 
with its seemingly exclusive emphasis upon Christ, dis- 
honor the Holy Spirit? .I have been told that it.did. Or 
can we hold .both-views at the same time ? 

The more we exalt Jesus Christ, —the more we claim 
him as our ‘¢ all, and in all,’’—the more we shall please 
the Holy Spirit. For it is the mission and work and 
purpose of the Holy Spirit to glorify Christ to and. in 
and through the lives of Christ's disciples, +‘: He 
shall glorify me: for he shall take of mine, and shall 
declare it unto you.”’ 

When, as in the case of the experience of the writer 
of «‘ The Life That.Wins,’’1 a Christian finds that he 
is getting a new conception or a new consciousness 
of Christ, and his new experiences of victory and 
power all center in Christ, that very fact is conclusive 
evidence that the Holy Spirit is present in his fulness 
in that life and is doing the very work which the 
Holy Spirit wants to do, and which he can do only 
when he is allowed to control and occupy a life fully. 

The work of Christ and of the Holy Spirit are mu- 
tually dependent one upan the other. The Scriptures 
testify of Christ + the Holy Spirit is the author.of those 
Scriptures and opens their meaning to the Christian 
(John 5 :39; 1 Cor. 2:10). We confess Jesus as the 
Son of God: but only by the Holy Spirit can such 
confession be made (1 Cor. 12: 3). Believers witness 
to Christ : the Holy Spirit is the power for that wit- 
nessing (Acts 1: 8). -We serve Christ: that service 
is itself a. gift of-the Holy Spirit (1 Cor, 12 24, 7). 
We live the life that is Christ: that life is the fruit 
of the Spirit (Gal. 5 : 22, 23). We live the Christ life 
by the Spirit. 

Therefore the life of the fulness of Christ and the 
life of the fulrfess of the Holy Spirit are one and the 
same, though the Holy Spirit and Christ of course are 
two different persons of the Godhead, and both are 
God, The reality of the miracle fact of the Spirit- 
controlled life that is Christ is what we should: seek 
to lay hold of ; to one, the words that reveal this fact 
may be words concerning the Spirit, to another it may 
be words concerning Christ that let in the light, In 
both cases all three persons of the Godhead are con- 
cerned. 

If we know Christ, and are found in him, there is 
no possibility of forgetting or dishonoring the Father 
or the Spirit, ‘‘for in him [Christ] dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily’’’... ‘that in all 
things he might have the pre-eminence’’ (Col. 2 : 9; 
1: 18). 

1.To be obtained from The Sunday Schoo] Times Co 1031 Walnut 
Street Philadelphia, at 2 cents each, or 20 cents a dozen copies 
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How to know and to share “ Primitive Christianity ” 


Studying the Book of Acts for Yourself 


By James M. 


Dean of The Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago 


Gray, D.D. 





T IS a delight to try to tell the readers of The Sun- 
day School Times how to study the book of Acts 
for themselves ; first, because it is the great his- 

torical. book of the New Testament, and, second, 
because it so glows with the life and power of the 
Holy Spirit. That same Spirit dwells in every be- 
liever on the Lord Jesus Christ, and is able to work 
the mighty works in us.that he wrought in Peter, and 
John, and Philip, and Dorcas, and Paul, and Lydia, 
and Aquila, and Priscilla, and the other saints of 
those early days, if we are but willing to let him 
do it. 

First, let me advise you not to spend time just now 
in studying about the book, but plunge into its text 
atonce. A’ Baedeker hand-book for travelers is inter- 
esting and instructive ; but if one had a choice, how 
much better it would be to visit the places! And 
then after visiting them, or even while there, what 
added value there would be in a Baedeker ! 

It is so with such subjects as Biblical Introduction 
or Biblical Criticism, or even the use of a concordance 
or a commentary in Bible study. To be really inter- 
ested in Bible study you need to know the book first 
in a general way, and then afterward get acquainted 
with it in detail, Please assume for the present, then, 
that Luke the evangelist was the human author of the 
Acts, that he wrote well within the first century, and 
perhaps between A. D. 70 and 8o, that he was inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, and that his record is absolutely 
true. All these things can be proved abundantly, but 
just now you have something more pressing to do. 

Now take up the book and read it through, if pos- 
sible, at a single sitting. It will not take long to do 
this, and it will be well worth while. Do not try to 
memorize anything, do not seek for explanations, do 
not be anxious about things vou do not understand. 
You are like a child sent on an errand to a certain 
place, and must not loiter by the way. Get there, 
and some day you may return with more leisure to look 
at what you missed before. 

After the first reading of the book, lay it aside for 
your next opportunity to repeat the process in precisely 
the same way ; and so again and again, possibly four 
or five times. Gradually a kind of geographical or 
historical outline will suggest itself to you, as you 
perceive that the life of the church or the operations 
of the Holy Spirit through the church, were associated 
with certain localities or periods, like this : 


SOPOT  bessesgscececdbiacnensobeecss 1-7 
UNINIEE carts akcdeescenvedueseesiaets 8-12 
Asia Minor............... 13 to 15 : 35 
i OARS APES pee 15 : 36 to 20 
PNR sic ciiinechitesdsyeeats 21-28 


I. The Jerusalem Period 


Having discovered the above outline or general 
division for yourself, then read each part of the book 
in the same way as you have read the whole. Thus 
you will find the Jerusalem period dividing itself in 
this way; 


2. Pre-ascension €vents............cccccocseccocceces 1: 1-1 
2. Pre-pentecostal events.........ccsssesescesceees I: 12-26 
3. The descent of the Holy Spirit and the formation 
of the Church or the Body of Christ. This sub- 
division carries us to the point where the church 
has passed out of its cradle stage and is now a robust 
youta of three thousand souls, and where the Lord 
is adding ‘‘ daily such as should be saved ’’...2 : 1-47 
4. The first trial or persecution of 


st cn coe RO RE IT I Pr 3:8 tog: 38 
5. The first judgment in the church...4 : 32 to § : "11 
6. The second persecution................ssseeee- 5 : 12-42 
7. The development of the church................. 6:1-8 
8. The first martyrdom................ ss000e00 2 9 to 7 : 60 


There are those who think that the close of the Je- 
rusalem period marks the end of a Second offer of the 
earthly kingdom to Israel; and that if during this 
period the nation had repented and accepted Jesus as 
their Messiah he would have returned to set up the 
‘*tabernacle of David.'’ Such a passage as that in 
Peter's discourse (3 : 19-26) seems to countenance this 
thought. How thrilling it is ! 

However, the action of the leaders, as indicated:at 
the beginning of chapter 4 and culminating with the 
stoning of Stephen, removed this opportunity, .and 
therefore we now enter upon-the Palestititan ‘ period 


When the immense Bible classes that gather in the 
Billy Sunday tabermacles ask what is the best study 
to begin with in the ‘‘ neighborhood Bible classes ”’ 
that are started after each campaign, the answer 
always given is, ‘* The book of Acts."” One who 
masters this book has a key to the understanding 
of all that is in Scripture, from Genesis to Revela- 
tion. Make 1916 your most fascinating year of 
Bible study by laying hold of the wonders of Acts. 


The International Lessons for 1916 are drawn from 
nine books of the New Testament,—thirty-four of the 
lessons being in Acts. A book study by Dr. Gray cov- 
ering each of these New Testament books will seek to 
show how they may be studied with greatest profit. 
Read the announcement, on page 772, of other side- 
light features of exceptional interest. On page 779 is 
an article discussing the books that will help in study- 
ing the os lessons. very teacher should secure a 
copy of Miss Grace Saxe's ‘‘The Book of Acts’’ (Sun- 
day Schooi Times Co., 15 cents, postage 3 cents), and 
consider how this book or the plan it sets forth might 

be used in the class work. 








when the church is gradually moving out from Jeru- 
salem to enter upon her world-wide mission to the 
Gentiles. 

II. The Palestinian Period 


This,. you will see, is distinguished by the history 
of four different men in four different places : 


nt: OF BOER in. sicsicecsvevccsscsees 8 : 1-40 
ae 1s DICT IONG i os.005 00chooeutiosonsayss 9: 1-31 
Péter in Ceesarea ............00 9:32to 11: 18 
Barnabas in Antioch ........ II : 19 to 12 : 25 


You will be struck by the similarity in which this 
period: closes with that of the Jerusalem period—a 
second martyrdom. And you will ask if if marks a 
similar crisis? There are some who think it does, 
The Spirit of God still lingered with Israel if haply 
the nation would yet repent and accept Christ. Per- 
haps you recall the departure of the ‘‘ glory of the 
God of Israel’’ prior to the Babylonian captivity, as 
recorded in Ezekiel. This presaged his final de- 
parture from the nation before it was given over to its 
punishment. | It departed first from the cherubim to 
the threshold of the temple (Ezek. 9 : 3), then from 
the threshold (Ezek. 10 : 18), and then from the tem- 
ple and the city to the mountain on the east of Jeru- 
salem (Ezek. 11 : 23). But, thank God, it is seen to 
return again to bide permanently in the millennium 
(Ezek. 43: 2-5). Something like this is represented 
in these opening chapters of the Acts. God lingers 
in Jerusalem*to give the Kingdom to Israel if they 
would have it, till his Spirit is rejected in the stoning 
of his witness, Stephen.. He moves away a little, 
but lingers in the Holy Land itself, till a second re- 
jection in the slaying of James and the attempt on 
the life of Peter settles his purpose to go farther, and 
in the next period of the book he is abiding among 
the Gentiles. 

But this period fascinates you because ‘‘ the disci- 
ples were called Christians first in Antioch,’’ and be- 
cause that great Syrian city now becomes the Gentile 
headquarters of the church, as Jerusalem continues to 
remain the Jewish headquarters. 

Men speak occasionally in these days of ‘ Primi- 
tive Christianity,’’ but in searching for it, as another 
says, they commonly lose themselves somewhere in 
the Dark Ages and never emerge into the Scripture 
light that shines beyond. Here is ‘‘ Primitive Chris- 
tianity'’ indeed, marked by three great features, the 
ministry of men, the power of the Lord, and the fruit 
of the Spirit. The men themselves are not named, 
but their theme has all the prominence. They 
preached ‘‘the Lord Jesus,’’ not a church, not a 
system of truth, not a movenrent, but a personal 
Saviour. ‘‘And the hand of the Lord was with 
them’ (11:21). What a meaning those words con- 
tain! No wonder that ‘‘a great number believed 
and turned. unto the Lord.’’ The believing is the 
root, and the turning to the Lord is the fruit. The 
root lies out of sight, but the fruit can be seen and 
tasted, as Dr. Arnot says. In other words, the new 
creaturé in Christ Jesus abandons all he most fondly 
loved betore. . The works of the flesh are abjured and 
the fruit of the Spirit appears. Let us ask, in passing, 
if our ‘Christianity is of the ‘primitive kind, .and 


whether, if some Barnabas should look into our Sun- 
day-school class-room he would see the grace of God 
there, and be glad? We study the book of Acts to 
little purpose it this be not true. 


Ill. The Asia Minor Period 


Reading these chapters in the same way, they 
readily break themselves up in connection with: the 
stopping-places of Paul and Barnabas on their first 
missionary journey : 


I IO sock dee pinsossenisencss ein 13: 1-9 
SUI ik scnctasiee secsegepeviddecteattoensy? 133413 
AOMOG 1 PW 40... 5.cerecvescopses 13 : 13-50 
PE sp ctredovsrssponatveloohect 13:51t0 14:6 
BIE Wis sicensocctese tceprchonsn peamncann 14 : 6-20 
ARR CR be SPTIG coc cinccesocecsscvsessas 14: 21-28 
POROARIIO: 5. ccscnvvnesicecestélacevsiedess 15 : 1-35 


The close of this period marks another crisis, only 
not in the nation of Israel as such, but in the Church. 
The first General Council of the Church is now held 
to settle the question about offering the gospel to the 
Gentiles as well as to the Jews, and also the question 
as to what the gospel really is. Speaking after the 
manner of men, it required the first missionary jour- 


_ney of Paul to precipitate this crisis, and until it was 


passed the second journey consistently could not be 
undertaken. ‘The way and the occasion were now 
opened for that, however, and our reading brings us 
to the next period. 

But before passing to that, does not even a cursory 
reading of the record of this period impress you. with 
the great importance of this crisis for all time, and 
the outstanding character of the chapter which con. 
tains it ? 

Think of the sweep of those words, ‘‘ We believe 
that through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ we 
[Jews] shall be saved even as they’’ (15:11). ‘They 
[the Gentiles] were saved simply by receiving the tes- 
timony concerning the sacrificial death and the raising 
again of that same Jesus Christ, and Jews can be 
saved, and all men in all time may be saved, in that 
same way and in no other way (Titus 3 : 5). 

And oh, what a keen interpretation of present con- 
ditions, and what a wonderful outlook on the future 
is found in James’ declaration! (vs, 13-18.) In the 
present dispensation God is taking out from among 
the Gentiles a people for his name, the body of Christ 
which is now being formed. And after this body, 
which is his Church, is translated, taken out from the 
earth at the second coming of Christ (1 Thess. 4 : 16- 
18), Israel shall be restored, and the rejected kingdom 
set up on the earth. Then the conversion of the 
world shall follow. Is it not well worth while study- 
ing the Book of Acts to find this out? This is one of 
the secrets of the Lord that he reveals to them that 
fear him (Psa. 25 : 14). . 

Nor will this chapter be passed by the prayerful 
reader without holy amazement at verse 28, ‘It 
seemed good to the Holy Ghost and tous'’! The 
Holy Spirit presiding in a church council and making 
his presence known and bringing the minds of his 
people into loving harmoiiy and co-operation with his 
own mind! Can it be possible? Even so, and this 
is the ideal for every church council, and every 
assembly of God's true people, and every committee 
and every Sunday school class taught in his name. 
Are we not discovering wonders in this book ? 


IV. The Grecian Period 


This you will notice covers what we commonly 
know as the second and third missionary journeys of 
Paul, in the reading of which the map in the back of 
your Bible will be a valuable help. The divisions 
may be indicated the same as before: 


First Journey 


Spain am CiReltis.. ..sscckicis scsacess 15 : 36-41 
Derbe and Lystra...;.....0.00000000 sescscess 16:15 
Pheygia 20d Galatin.......ccscccocsessesscoce 16:6 
MND: bi shapevasntenk ie sigdtesevecesstieoess 16 : 7-10 
ED isuterearniishoviniernhstGissiete 16 : I1-40 
RIO, soisvesinasoscevesepne ssvacel dy 4) 8°80 
SEINE scesn unde sacvonstecsnete vices svexcxait 17: 31-55 
BE socsibvccevcstinedecucescvetecsxebuce 17: 16-34 
RON ssbb phicevabedetensncdiess wcstienes IS: 1-07 
an on Ne Ma ee 18 : 18-21 
SUOMI Sac cbcin dds Biwiasss lise See Ous, biel 18 : 22 





Second Journey 

Galatia and Phrygia.................... 18 : 23-28 
seas is icein iaeteernnman saa oeas: ceaia 19: 1-41 

OORBRED ss <be Gobscatoccctboccedsecees 02051 
SE ae | 20 >-2, 3 
Mics. +0..4 05+: “cen “erectecia neave oxadeba ane 
MEBGUG 6. vivecdie:. cee sitoiche o+gocbeoedD 8 14-38 
THVO 26 svedocese sepedibecacsees’ Soo sceeS B'S BO 
ENED 5 ‘6 dilvecnenabgoabAbeunens Giunal 21.7-14 
Jerusalem ........666.+ ceeseseee 21: 15 to 23. 30 


With what are you most impressed in this period ? 
_ Divine guidance! How strikingly is it set before us 
m chapter 16 1 6-13! The Holy Spirit forbidding the 
disciples to preach the Word in Asia! How forbid- 
ding them we do not know, but they knew. Suffer- 
ing them not to go into Bithynia. God leads us just 
_ a3 truly by closing doors as by opening them before 
us, and we should thank him for the one as truly as 
the other, The psalmist says, ‘‘ The steps of a good 
man are ordered by the Lord" (37 : 23), and George 
Miller, the man of prayer, wrote in the margin of 
his Bible over against that verse, ‘‘and his stops too."* 

It was not that God did not want the Gospel preached 
in Asia, nor that he did not want Paul to preach it 
there, We see this by his later and prolonged visit 
to Ephesus, which was the chief city of Asia, and the 
extraordinary work of the Holy Spirit that accom- 
panied his labors at that place (chapter 19). But it 
was not God's time just then, ‘‘ To everything there 
is a season and a time to every purpose under the 

‘heaven ' (Eccles. 3:1). Oh, to learn to wait! To 
wait not merely to get the things we want, but wait to 
do the will of God! How impatient are God's ser- 
vants sometimes when his work does not seem to 
prosper in their hands. But the question is, have 
they fulfilled the conditions? If so, it is grace to 
wait, 

But speaking turther of guidance, what intense 
interest accompanies the reading of chapters 20 
and 21, where we find Paul going toward Jerusalem 
‘¢bound in the Spirit." What is that invincible sense 
of duty that brings him there indifferent to danger, to 
remonstrance and appeal? (chaps. 20 : 22-24; 36-38; 
21 : 3, 4; 8-14.) How we struggle with the question, 
Was he right or wrong? 

Dr. Paiey compares’ chapter 20 ; 23 with Romans 
15:30, 34. That Epistle Paul had just written at 
Corinth, and in it he entreats the Roman Christians 
**to strive together with me in your prayers to God 
for me that I may be delivered from them who do 
not believe, in Judea."’ This shows the state of Paul's 
mind in reference to that journey, and yet he takes 
the journey, and that, too, with the conviction that 
God will not be pleased to answer his prayer! How 
exciting it is to think of it! And yet God answered 
his prayer after all. He was arrested, tried, endan- 
gered of life, he passed through many vicissitudes, 
but not a hair of his head was touched. And at last 
he reached Rome, the great desire of his heart for 
years (Rom. 1 : 10-13), and without paying his own 
traveling expenses either ! 


* Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take ; 
The clouds ye so much dread 
Are hung with mercy, and will break 
In blessing on your head.”’ 


V. The Roman Period 


Let us call this the Roman period because the story 
ends with Paul a prisoner in that city, while ‘he 
other parts of it are the record of how he got there, 
You may wish to divide the period according to the 
events happening to him : 


Dehore Fes: ...csiccissscocsesccessee 23 : 31 to 24: 27 
PEOG =HIINI. ina cnvindeetencesestanarceasexsese 25 : 1-12 
Before Agrippa...........cersssoeeee 25 : 13 to 26:3 

Aboard the Adramyttium Ship............... 27: 3-5 
Aboard the Alexandria Ship.........0...5..27 | 6-44 
On the Island of Mallta..............ceccce0 28 : 1-10 
Aboard the Castor and Pollux,........... 28 : 11-14 
BAR TED Gosnahidaseareyebslenetbtesecicsasvens 28 : 14-31 


After you have worked out the above or a cezre- 
sponding outline for yourself, you wili appreciate that 
you know the book, and yet only in the sense that 
you will wish to know it better. How then should 
you proceed? The answer is, on the same principle 
as before. 

Return to the Jerusalem period, and read and re- 
read the first sub-division, ** Pre-ascension events.*’ 
It will break itself up in your mind like this : (1) 
The authorship, |, 2. (2) The proof of Christ's res- 
urrection, 3. (3) The promise of the Holy Spirit, 4, 
5. (4) The commission of the disciples, 6-8. (5) 
The ascension, 9. (6) The promise of Christ's re- 
turn, 10, II. 

As you proceed with this careful analysis many 
questions that arose in your mind at first will find 
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answer without further search. But if otherwise, now 
is the time for you to compare Scripture with Scrip- 
ture by means of the marginal references in your 


Bible, or by the use of a concordance (Cruden’s, new; __ 
sufficient for — 


edition, complete, is inexpensive, an 
ordinary purp If you have never gotten ac- 
quainted with ‘‘The Treasury of Scripture Know}l- 
edge’’ (New York: Revell, $2), let me recommend 
that also, 

Commentaries will begin to be useful now, and 
there are many of them on the Acts. 
you possess a good general commentary on the Bible, 
or have access to one, its treatment of the book may 
be all-sufficient. For critical purposes, Hackett's 
commentary on the Acts, though old, has never been 
surpassed (Philadelphia : American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society, $3.25). Stifler’s is more modern, 
briefer, and better adapted to the general student 
(‘* Introduction to the Book of Acts."" New York : 
Revell, 75 cents net). ‘The Acts,’’ a new book by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas, has just been published (Chi- 
cago. Bible Institute Colportage Association, 50 
cents). Conybeare and Howson’s ‘‘The Life and 
Epistles of St. Paul’’ is invaluable for reference (New 


York : Revell, $1.50, and other publishers), and then - 


there is the condensed ‘Life of Paul’’ by Dr. 
Stalker (New York: Revell, 60 cents) A good 
church history, like that of Schaff (‘‘ History of the 
Christian Church."" New York. Scribners, 8 vols., 
$3.25 each), or Fisher (‘‘ History of the Christian 
Church."* New York: Scribners, $3.50), could be 
consulted with profit, and in the line of biblical criti- 
cism there are the scholarly and yet popular volumes 
of Sir William M. Ramsay, such as ‘‘St. Paul the 
Traveler and the Roman Citizen’’ (New York G. P. 
Putnam's Sons, $3 net), and his latest, «* Bearing of 
Researches on the Trustworthiness of the New Testa- 
ment’’ (New York ; Doran, $3). 
CHICAGO. 


A message from Dr. James M. Gray on “ What Kind of 
Success is Meant ?™ is one of the little articles which form 
a feature of the 1916 Bible Success Band Booklet. Dr. 
Gray's article is a message on the Motto Verse of the Band, 
joshua 1:8. In it he says: “To know and obey God's 


beorlodin rad of seston health ; it is the secret of true 


To get their “ Bible success,” members of rghongl 
to commit to memory one Scri verse each day. 
list of verses for 1916, which is given in the in. 
cludes many favorite chapters or passages from the Psalms, 
Proverbs, Isaiah, and the New Testament. The Booklets 
may be ordered from The Sunday School Times Co., in 
quantities of ten or more at 10 cents each, or 15 cents for a 
single copy, postpaid. 
With its decorative covers and pages, the aphs of 
are given, 
klet makes an ideal gift. 


the famous writers whose to the 
and other attractive features, the 
The memorizing may begin at any time. 





‘**Victory for Me!’’ 


By McCall Barbour 





" OR me?’ Yes, beloved, for shee. 
does not spell ‘‘ defeat.’’ 
tory.’’ 

Praise God, there is the possibility of a victorious 
life for every soul who will believe and receive the 
salvation of God, and appropriate the finished work 


Calvary 
It spells ** vic- 


‘of Calvary. 


To the blinded eyes of the godless and unregener- 
ate the Cross is a spectacle of ignominious failuce, of 
weakness and defeat. To the emancipated soul it is 
the scene of victory and ‘‘ triumph over all the power 
of the enemy." 


** Thrice blest is he to whom is given 
The instinct that can tell, 
That God is in the field 
When he is most invisible.’’ 


‘* It is finished,’**was not the dying gasp of a de- 
feated victim. It was the victory shout of our ‘tri- 
umphant Christ. ‘He cried with a Joud voice”’ 
(Matt. 27 + 50). Let us never forget that his life was 
not taken from him, it was ** laid down of himself’’ 
(John 10: 18). 

When the work that was given to him to: do had 
been accomplished (John 17 : 4), by an act of his own 
will he laid down his life, .«* dismissed: his . spirit,”’ 
and in that mighty shout of victory proclaimed, ‘It 
is finished."’ ar 

*It’* was finished, but not ** he." 


However, if - 
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** Up from the grave he arose 
ith a mighty triumph o’er his foes ; 
He arose a Victor from the dark domain, 
And he lives forever with his saints to reign. 
F He arose! He arose: ; 
Hallelujah! Chr.st arose! ”’ 


**Victory!’’ Yes, ‘Victory! ° That victory is 
the purchased right of every blood-bought child of 
God, united to the Conqueror Christ by living faith. 
Beloved, believe it, ‘: Victory for thee. 

As surely as Satan and the powers of darkness were 
triumphed over, and all things put under the feet of 
Christ, when God ‘raised him from the dead, and 
set him at his own right hand in the heavenlies, far 
above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that 1s named, not only in 
this world, but also in that which is to come’’ (Eph. 
I: 20, 21), so surely are these powers beneath our 


. feet, as members of ‘his body and sharers of the 


Victory of him who is our Head."’ 

Make it intensely personal and practical. ‘* Vic- 
tory for me!"’’ It is so. We shall honor him who 
won it ‘for us by his own blood, and gives it to us 
freely, fully, and now. 

What a word is this: ‘‘ Behold, I give unto you 
power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all 


-the power of the enemy; and nothing shall by any 
- means hurt you’’ (Luke 10: 19). Let us no longer 


doubt it, but appropriate it, and live in the power of 
the ever victorious life. +*We should not trust in 
ourselves, but in God who raiseth the dead’’ (2 Cor. 


- 9). 
Doubtless there are many who know the victory 


-is for them, in Christ, because God’s Word declares 


it is so, who nevertheless fail to experience its power 
in their daily life. Why is this so? 

It may be the process of appropriation is not clearly 
understood. There may be boundless wealth at our 
command, but what avails it if we are debarred from 
its appropriation by ignorance of how to get at it. 
God’s way of appropriation of the victory he gives in 
Christ is very plain, and it need not be confounded, 
for there is no other way. ne 

It is by zdenzsficatzon with the Person of his Son. 
The first step to the life of victory with Christ. upon 
the Throne is by death with Chiist: upon the:Cross. 
Blessed is-the fact that “‘He loved me, and. gave 
himself for me,’ and forever set us tree from the 
condemnation of the past. But how unspeakably 
precious is that further fact, ‘* 1 died wzz4 him. In 
the Person of his Son the ‘I ° tite was in God's 
sight finished there on Calvary. 


** I was crucified with Jesus; 
And the Cross hath set me free,”’ 


‘¢Free.’’ Free from this ‘‘cruel self,’’ that was 
forever 1ising up, in its impetuosity.and impatience, 
its touchiness and moodiness, its talkativeness and 
inquisitiveness, its haste and heartlessness, its mur- 
mur and fret, its worry and discontent, its fuss and 
fume, 1ts meanness and unkindness, its thoughtless- 
ness and unthankfulness, its criticism and scandal, 
its pride and conceit, its hatred and malice, its fool- 
ishness and flattery, its emptiness and vanity, its 
grieving of the Spirit, and marring of his witness, its 
hindering of his work and disgracing God ! 

Oh, blessed freedom, glorious emancipation—dead 
in Christ, to self, to sin, to the world, to the Law, to 
the Devil, alive in Christ to God ! 

What a revelation of the Spirit is this when we let 
** ourselves’’ go where God has put us on the Cross 
of Calvary, identified with Him the Crucified. 

To see by faith our *‘old man’ hanging there in 
the person of God’s Son, and to claim his victory as 
ours, and shout with him, ‘It is finished’’; to go 
down with him into the grave—** buried with Christ’’ ; 
to **see the new creation rise,’ and know that we 
are ‘‘seated with him in the héavenlies, far above all 
principality and power,"’ is the only way to know the 
power of the victory in our experience, for it is Ais, 
and only ours in the measure that we are identified 
with him. 

Not knowing about it, not singing about it, not 
preaching about it, will make it ours. It must be 
appropriated. When resting on the facts of God's 
sure word by a living faith, we take our place in 
identification with Christ on the cross, in the grave, 
and on the throne, and claim moment by moment his 
Risen Victorious Life as ours, ‘‘ to tread down all the 
powers of the enenty,”’ ¢hen we shall know in our ex- 
perience the blessed fact of ‘‘ Victory for me.’’ 

** Victory for Me ** was originally published in ‘‘ The 

Overcomer,’’ and has been put into leaflet form by The 

Young Women's Christian League. Copies can be 

obtained from the Book-room of the League, ar East 


a6th Street, New York City, at the rate of two for1 
cent, postage extra. 











an um mm sm 2 ee ee 





| 
| 








1915 


ory is 
ild: of 
faith, 


; were 
et of 
, and 
s, far 
, and 
ly in 
Eph. 
| our 
f the 


Vic. 
who 
oO us 


you 
r all 
any 
nger 
r of 
t in 
Cor. 


tory 
ares 
wer 


arly 
our 
rom 
ys 
s in 
led, 


on. 
pon 
SS. 
ave 
the 
bly 


d’s 


Om. Cut 


~~ 


— ow 


AS alti OE 








hate 


LESSON FOR JAN; 2 ‘Acts 1 : 114) 





Israel past, present, and future, as seen in the 
great conference held in Chicago 






HE meetings were held in the great New Moody 
e+ Tabernacle, at the corner of North Clark Street 
and North Avenue, The erection of this build- 
ing had become a necessity because of the increased 
attendance at the Moody Church and the great over- 
flow meetings under the ministration of the pastor, the 
Rev. Paul Rader. The building is perfect in its acous- 
tics and general appointments, and ‘will seat 5, 320. 
Because there is a new interest in these ancient 
people ot God, the Jews, created by their present con- 


dition in foreign lands ; because of the ‘‘ civil war"’ : 


between the Jews in the different countries; because of 
the activities of the Jewish societies in America look- 
ing to the restoration of the Land to Israel in the final 
adjustment at the close of the war; and because of 
the desperate spiritual needs of this people not only 
now, but in the future, when this country should be- 
come the home of multitudes of this ‘‘tribe of the 
wandering foot,’*—a Conference on Behalf of Israel 
was held in Chicago, November 16 to 19, under fhe 
auspices of the Chicago Hebrew Mission. 

The Call to the Jewish conference.was received with 
enthusiasm, and this was unabated to its closing day. 
For three and a half days people came in unexpected 
numbers, and notwithstanding the downpour of rain 
in the last two days, the audiences numbered several 
thousand each day. All wanted to hear and know 
what the Bible had to say about the situation, The 
able men on the program gave clear and concise ex- 
positions of the Scriptures, and the Jews past, present 
and future were ally discussed. 

The great truths around which the conference 
seemed to center were : 

The recognition of the Bible as the last word in all 
prophetic and other truth. 

That as God, ‘‘according to the Scripture,’*- has 


' gcattered Israel, so, ‘‘according to the Scripture,"’ 


will he gather them and restore them to their own 
land. 

That during the present church-age God is gather- 
ing out a people for his name among Jew and Gen- 
tile, who will form ‘*the church which is his body.’ 

That ‘‘the heart of the Jewish problem'’ is the 
coming of the rightful King of Israel, our Lord, and 
the establishment of his reign of righteousness upon 
the earth, when the Abrahamic covenant concerning 
the land, the Davidic Covenant concerning the throne, 
and the new covenant with the house of Israel, will 
all have their fulfilment in ‘‘thy seed which is 
Christ.”’ 

That there is in Israel a ‘‘ remnant according to the 
election of grace’’ to be brought into the body of 
Christ through the work of evangelization by the 
church, which heretofore has been greatly neglected, 
and which now calls for the greatest activities. 


An Amazing Proportion of Jewish Converts 

Dr. Harris H. Gregg, the chairman, charged and 
surcharged with the electricity of the Word, scintil- 
lated and flashed forth light on the sacred page be- 
tween the addresses, and his own address on ‘** What 
Relation Does Israel Sustain to the Church ?’’ was a 
convincing argument on Paul's statement that in 
Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, but all are one. 

‘The prominence of the Jews in the present war was 
graphically shown by the Rev. S. B. Rohold of 
Toronto ; so also their loyalty and patriotism to the 
countries in which they are found, though the Jew is 
not wanted anywhere-because, as the Word clearly 
shows, his home is in Palestine. 

‘* Missions to the Jews: Are they Needed ?’’ was 
the subject of the address of E. S. Greenbaum, Jewish 
Missionary of the Chicago Hebrew Mission. He first 
showed some of the objections of those not interested. 
They say ‘‘the Jews have the Old Testament,’ and 
‘*their own religion,’’ and -‘‘do not want Christ,’’ 
therefore ‘‘ Jewish missions are a failure.’ But from 
the Jewish Year Book of 1902 and other authorities 
Mr. Greenbaum proved that the 72,700 baptisms of 
Jews in the nineteenth century was a much larger 
proportion to the population than the baptisms of 
heathen in the same period, —namely, one convert to 
every 156 Jews of the whole Jewish: population ; 
whereas the heathen and Moslem converts during the 
same period was 2,000,000, or one convert to every 
525. The same degree of -success in Christian mis- 
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‘Why the World’s Thought is Turning to the Jew 


By Mrs. C. T. Rounds Ssntest ote Chicco 


Of the 14,000,000 Jews in the world it is said that 
practically: all except the 3,500,000 in America are 
living in the war zone of Europe,—and nearly a 
million of them are fighting in the armies of the 
nations. 

Newspapers and secular magazines are discussing 
the Jewish problem as perhaps never before. 

The war has engulfed the Holy Land, and some 
students of history are asking if we may not fairly 
speculate that God yet has new things to do with the 
Jews and their land. 

_ Christians need not speculate on this question. 
We have “‘ the sure word of prophecy." 

The Conference on Behalf of Israel, the story of 
which is told here, has in a notable way focussed for 
the Church of Christ the whole Jewish question 


One of the most effective messages vegeedlon the 
Jew that has been published is a beautiful story in 

_ the form of a narrative poem, entitled ‘‘ The Vision,” 
written by Adelaide Addison Pollard. Its fai.hful 
and dramatic picture of mission work for the Jews. 
and also of Israel's Hope in her coming King, has | 
made the wre ge! a valued help to workers tor 
Jews. The Sunday School Times Co. has secured the 
remaining copies of the edition and while the 
limited supply lasts will furnish them at «c cents each. 








sions not among the Jews would have shown 7,000, 000 
converts in the heathen world. 

Robert. M. Russell, D.D., of the Moody Bible 
Institute, spoke upon ‘‘Israel’s Earthly Destiny." 
His opening proposition was, ‘‘If we would know 
Israel's destiny, ‘we must go to the Word of God."’ 
‘*God’s movement for the world’s redemption con- 
sisted in securing a truth-loving and witnessing nation. 
Israel was so chosen, but failed in her testimony, 
causing her to be given into the hands of the Gen- 
tiles. The times of the Gentiles began with Nebu- 
chadnezzar and have continued to this day, and will 
continue until the restoration of Israel and the coming 
of our Lord."’ 

‘«The Jew in the Tribulation, the Time of Jacob's 

Trouble,’’ was presented by the Rev.. Canon F. E. 
Howitt. He showed that it was ‘‘the Jew in the 
Tribulation,’’ not the church, that was to suffer ; that 
the Tribulation did not refer to the ordinary tribula- 
tion incident to man since the fall, but to a time of 
unprecedented sorrow and suffering to fall especially 
upon the Jews, the Tribulation being sent for a three- 
fold purpose : to test the nations, to punish as well as 
purify Israef’ and to lead Israel to repentance. 
- What is ‘* The Responsibility of the Church in Re- 
lation to Israel’’? The Rev. B. B. Sutcliffe gave 
seven reasons for this responsibility : the command 
to give the gospel to every creature ; common grati- 
tude for what she has received from the Jews ; com- 
mon justice to our Lord ; common justice to herself 
as representing Him ; common honesty to pay the 
debt she owes; common sense by understanding 
God's plans for his people ; and finally, ‘this re- 
sponsibility was placed upon the church directly by 
her Lord,’’ whose example was to preach to ‘‘the 
Jew first,’’ and whose disciples followed the com- 
mand of her exalted Leader. 

‘*Our Indebtedness to Israel’’ was shown by the 
Rev. Henry Beets, LL. D., Editor of The Banner, an 
organ of the Christian Reformed Church. As an in- 
troduction, Dr, Beets, who is a Hollander, spoke 
touchingly from the standpoint of his country of the 
mutual indebtedness of Israel and Holland ; for it 
was Holland who opened her doors to the persecuted 
Jews of Spain, for which Holland afterward had her 
reward in being saved from financial ruin through 
the generosity of her Jewish subjects. His address 
beautifully elaborated the crowning indebtedness of 
all nations to Israel for our Bible and our Christ. 





As there has been a great call for the publication 
of the conference addresses, the twenty addresses 
will (D. M4 J be printed at an early date. Twelve of 
these will be in a volume constituting the official re- 
port, aid eight in the Jewish Era onceerty) for 1916, 
two addresses in each issue of the Era. he price 
for both the volume and the Era for 1916 is 50 cents. 
They may be ordered from the Jewish Era, 1425 Solon 
Place, Chicago. 


















Not the least attractive part of the program was the 
Symposium of Jewish converts, under the direction of 
the Rev. Mr. Rohold. There were nine who took 
part in this, and the earnest faces of the young men, 
some of whom had passed through great trials. by 
confessing Christ, was an eloquent appeal for more 
earnest work to gather Jewish jewels for His crown. 

The Rev. A. E. Thompson, who has lived in Pal- 
estine many years, spoke of the changes taking place 
in the cities where modern inventions are making 
them more Occidental than Oriental. A large part 
of Jerusalem is now outside the wall, and thus the 
prophecy of Jeremiah 31 : 38-40 is being fulfilled. 
The effects of the war upon the country were also de- 
scribed, where destitution has come upon even the 
middle and upper classes, and many of the prosper- 
ous colonies are desolated. 

The climax of Friday afternoon was the closing ad- 
dress of Dr. James M. Gray, Dean of the Moody 
Bible Institute, on ‘* Armageddon."’ The afternoon 
had been a very full one. The people had been sit- 
ting on the hard benches from half-past two until the 
clock marked nearly five listening to Mr. Rohold, 
Canon Howitt, and two Jewish brethren, but the great 
audience of over two thousand scarcely moved, al- 
though Dr. Gray courteously gave them permission 
todo so. They satin silence and rapt attention as 
he proved from the Word that the present war could 
not be confused with the Armageddon of prophecy ; 
first, because it was notin the right place geograph- 
ically, and second, because the objective of the pres- 
ent war is not clear, while the battle of Armageddon 
is distinctly stated to be directed against Jerusalem. 

The prayer hour, from ‘eleven to twelve each day, 
led by prominent speakers, was the cream of the 
conference. 


** As heaven came down our souls to greet, 
And glory crowned the Mercy Seat,’’ 


there was a consciousness of the presence of the Lord 
and a mingling of prayers of the saints the world over. 

Other speakers included Professor George L. Rob- 
inson of the McCormick Theological Seminary; John 
Timothy Stone, D.D. ; the Rev. C. Kuyper; the Rev. 
A. A. Holzer of Canada; A. B. Simpson, D.D., of 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance ; and Max I. 
Reich, a Jewish brother from London. 


What Can the Church Do ? 

That this was the greatest Jewish Conference ever 
held in this country was the unanimous opinion of 
all in attendance, and the common belief was that 
it would greatly advance an interest in those who- are 
still God's chosen people, and stimulate to more 
earnest prayer and supplication on their behalf. 

During the conference there was a meeting of the 
trustees of the Chicago Hebrew Mission, the confer- 
ence speakers, and friends of Israel, to plan and ar- 
range to conserve the interest awakened by the con- 
ference. It seemed to be the unanimous opinion of 
the meeting that the addresses of the conference 
should be published, that prayer circles should be 
organized, and that, if possible, a field secretary be 
appointed to visit these circles and arrange for public 
meetings and encourage the extension of mission 
work among the Jews. 

‘The Interdenominational Committee for Chris- 
tian Work Among the Jews’ was formed, and elected 
the following officers : 


W. E. BLACKSTONE, Honorary President. 

Harris H, GREGG, D.D., President. 

THE Rev. B. B. SUTCLIFFE, Secretary and 
Treasurer. 


together with the following members: the Revs. 
Canon F. E. Howitt, Henry Beets, ©. B. Rohold, A, 
E;: Thompson, A. B. Simpson, C. Kuyper, Robert M. 
Russell, and Mrs. T. C. Rounds. Others have been 
suggested, but have not yet been heard from. 

Will not many pray that through this or some way 
of the Lord’s choosing there shall come great en- 
largement to the Jews ; and that the Church may seize 
upon the present opportunity to work and pray that 
Israel's blinded eyes may be opened to see in Jesus 
her long looked-for Messiah ? 

CHICAGO. 
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When Not to Teach the Lesson 


HALL the lesson of the day always be taught? 
Should not our object be to teach the pupil, 
rather than the /esson? That being the case, is 

it not best at times to depart from the routine and take 
whatever course seems best to carry out the great aim 
of the school, to make better future men and women 
by making them followers of Christ? 

An illustration or two will best make clear my point. 

The Catholic Prayer-Book vs. the Bible, —I\n a very 
rough school just starting where the Catholic Church 
had a predominating number of adherents, a teacher 
was requested to try a class of boys. Bibles and les- 
son papers were in most of the boys’ hands. Just as 
he was about to take up the lesson a boy produced a 
Catholic prayer-book, either to make fun or at the in- 
stigation of his parents. ‘*Do you teach that here?’ 
he asked. 

‘* Boys,"’ replied the teacher, ‘‘ put away your Bibles 
and lesson papers; I am going to teach out of this 
book to-day.’’ 

Borrowing the prayer-book of the boy, he opened 
to a picture of the crucifixion. “This he showed to the 
boys, who seemed interested in looking at it. He 
then turned to the Gospels in the back of the prayer- 
book, and read an account of the crucifixion as found 
there. He then went on to teach them about that vital 
truth, with good attention and interest on the part of 
the boys. The next Sunday he asked the boy who had 
brought the prayer-book if he had it with him, saying 
he would be glad to use it if he had, The boy re- 
plied that he did not have it with him. 

‘«Then,"’ said the teacher, ‘‘ we will use the Bibles ; 
but any time you want me to use the prayer-book, 
bring it.’’ 

That was the last ever heard of the prayer-book. 
The pupils were taught, not the desson. 

A Lesson and a Dandelion.—A teacher was once 
instructing a class of boys in a country school, It was 
a beautiful Sunday in June. The dandelions were 
through blooming, and many a dandelion blow was 
wafied into the room at the open windows. The 
teacher began the lesson, but the lesson did not inter- 
est the boys, at least not nearly as much as the 
‘*blows'’ floating about the room, The teacher saw 
this and acted accordingly. ‘‘Boys,’’ said he, ‘‘just 
watch that,’’ indicating a seed floating near them. 
‘*What is it?” 

‘¢A dandelion,’’ answered one of the boys. 

‘*No,"’ said the teacher, ‘‘ you are wrong; that is 
not a dandelion, it.is only part of one,’’ 

‘A seed,’’ said another boy. 

‘« That's right,’ replied the teacher. ‘‘ Now, boys, 
watch that seed very closely and see where it drops."’ 

Very soon it fell on an empty seat near by, and the 
boys noted it. 

‘* Boys,’* said the teacher, ‘will it grow there?’’ 

‘«Naw,"’ answered one of the boys in disgust. 

‘¢ Suppose it should drop on the walk outside,’’ con- 
tinued the teacher, ‘‘ what then?"’ 

‘*Why, it couldn't grow there,’’ said one of the 
boys, ‘‘some one would step on it."’ 

**Very well,’’ continued the teacher, ‘‘suppose it 
should drop on a stone?”’ 

‘«4 stone is too hard,’’ replied a boy, ‘‘it couldn't 
grow there,”’ 

‘*Now,’’ said the teacher, ‘‘suppose it should drop 
in that plowed lot over there? Would it grow there?’’ 

‘«Of course it would,’’ replied the boys. 

‘*Well, boys,’’ said the teacher, ‘I want to sow a 
little seed of another kind, and it all depends on the 
soil whether it will grow ;"’ and with close attention 
the boys heard of the seed of the gospel, and the les- 
son was taken up for a short time. 

Here the teacher seemed to drop the lesson, only to 
come back to it with renewed effectiveness. To have 
continued the usual course of lesson teaching, with the 
pupils in an unreceptive mood caused by an unusual 
sight, would have been fatal to the best interest of the 
boys. It was better to teach the pupil, for the time, 
rather than the /esson. 

When one looks about a Sunday-school room and 
eces a teacher very intently teaching the lesson, while 
che pupils, with perhaps one or two exceptions, are 
paying no attention to what is being said, is it not 
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A Prayer-Book and a Dandelion as Teaching Tools 


How successful Sunday-school teachers have made the most out of their class sessions 


evident that the /esson is being taught but not the 
pupil?—john Sterling, Watertown, N. Y. 
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What Flower Day Did 


LOWER DAY was one of the interesting special 
days arranged by the Superintendent of Special 
Occasions in the First Presbyterian Sunday- 

school of Adena, Ohio. Several hundred common 
mixed hyacinth bulbs were purchased from a reliable 
seed house at a cost of three cents each. These were 
distributed, early in December, to all the women and 
children members of the school,—two to each. In 
addition they were freely distributed in homes in the 
community that had no church or Sunday-school affili- 
ation. All were urged to be present the following 
Sunday and receive instructions as to how to plant 
them. The following Sunday the attendance was 
large, and they were urged to attend regularly and to 
report to the Superintendent of Special Occasions their 
difficulties and progress. 

Naturally, in so many hands the flowers did not all 
bloom at one time. The result was that instead of 
one flower day there were five. Racks were made for 
their display, and for five Sundays the church audi- 
torium was a blaze of color and beauty. 

The results can be briefly stated, and are worthy of 
consideration, 

1. The foreign population, which was large and 
largely unchurched, presenting the usual problems, 
was the most receptive to the efforts of the Superin- 
tendent of Special Occasions, and they immediately 
sprang into the enviabl sition of twenty percent of 
the whole school. 

2. The school had a new interest, and a new inter- 
est always means a new attention and a néw Wyalty. 

3. The school was a gainer financially. On the 
final flower day those who had appreciated their flow- 
ers were asked to contribute a special offering. The 
result was an offering large enough to pay all expenses 
connected with the venture, and leave one of the larg- 
est offerings of the school life. 

In my experience, I have never seen any one effort 
so productive of interest and good will and good works. 
—The Rev. F. O. Wise, Adena, Ohio. 


% 
After Reading Her Teacher’s Letter 


Over one hundred names are on the list of pupils that 

have been in the classes of the teacher who tells this 

simple incident of soul-winning. Most if not all of the 
one hundred girls were led to Christ, and have in their 
turn, become faithful workers, Miss Somerndike was 

for fifty-eight years a Sunday-schoo! teacher,—and a 

maker of teachers, 

HE members of my class were young ladies, quite 
regular in their attendance, but few of them were 
Christians, I had prayed earnestly for them, 

tried in every way to bring the truth home to their 
hearts, for I longed for their conversion, 

On going to my class one Sunday, I resolved to 
notice each pupil more carefully than usual, hoping 
to see some signs of the truth taking root. That day 
I detected, I thought, an unwonted interest in one of 
the girls. I resolved to write her a little note that 
afternoon, telling her that I was persuaded she felt 
she ought to be a Christian wow, and entreating her, 
if such were the case, to:'endeavor to cherish those feel- 
ings, and warning her of the great danger of grieving 
God's Spirit. 

She replied to my note promptly, expressing her 
thanks for the interest I had taken in her welfare, but 
said she thought I was mistaken in my impression. 
She did not feel.much like being a Christian then, 
she said, but hoped the time was not far distant when 
her feelings would be changed. 

Before another Sunday had come, I received a sec- 
ond note from her that filled my heart with joy. She 
was determined to be a Christian, she wrote, and was 
earnestly praying that she might become a follower of 
Jesus. She went on to say that.when she received 
my first note she did not feel quite like being a Cliris- 
tian then, but her prayer. was, ‘‘ Make me a Christian, 
but not just yet." ‘* But Ged has put into my heart 
the desire to be a Christian now.”" 

After that she came often tosee me, and cenversed 
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freely about spiritual things. She soon became a de- 
cided Christian, united with the church, became a 
Sunday-school teacher and tract distributer, and is 
living an earnest Christian life. 

Years after this incident a minister who preached 
one Sunday in our church,—he was the son of one of 
our elders,—came to me at the close of the service 
and said that when: preaching in a town near Atlantic 
City he had met an old Sunday-school pupil of mine. 
She was teaching a large class of young men, he said, 
and exerted a great influence among them, It was 
this same young woman who had been led to a definite 
decision through a letter.—Zruth E. Somerndike, 
Philadelphia. 
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How We Secured Home Study 


N OUR school, we have tried a mode of securing 
home study,—and have had it in operation, at 
this writing, for three years,—which has been 100 

percent success. That is to say, every pupil, though 
some few are tardy, has done the work expected of 
him. 

When the Intermediate Department was organized 
children were transferred from the Primary Depart- 
ment and were awarded a Nelson's Scholar Edition 
of the Bible for having passed a satisfactory examina- 
tion in repeating the Commandments, the Creed, the 
Twenty-third Psalm, the Lord’s Prayer, and Shorter 
Catechism. To enter this department children must 
not be less than ten years old, and they are retained 
here until they can pass a satisfactory examination. 
They are first subjected to Bible drill until they be- 
come thoroughly familiar with the books of the Bible, 
and the divisions; and know how to find references 


readily!’ We' have’ found this the time to teach ‘the: 


child how to use the Bible. The promotion is a 
stimulus ; the new Bible is a stimulus ; and the two, 
combined with the right kind of teaching, will pro- 
duce the desired effect. 

Every Sunday each child is given a mimeographed 
reference sheet, ordinarily with one reference for each 
day in the week, The scholars are expected to turn 
in the Bible to the place referred to, and in their own 
words write down the reference in the space left for 
the purpose. The following Sunday the sheets are 
turned in. One of the teachers marks them and cor- 
rects them. The references are so arranged as to lay 
the foundation for some particular Bible story. Then 
to induce mental activity on the part of the children, 
the story is started, some leading words being given 
on the blackboard, and. the children are asked the 
questions to round out and make up the story, in 
which they are eager to take part. One cannot wait 
for the other, and this produces mental activity, and 
gives them, what is to them the most interesting part, 
the framing of the story. 

In the Senior Department the methods of securing 
home study vary with the teachers, but in view of the 
fact that nearly two-thirds of the teachers are graduates 
of our teacher-training department, we can get some 
degree of uniformity. The method which to my mind 
gives the best results is for the teacher to arrange the 
names of the pupils in the class alphabetically, and then 
in alphabetical order assign for home preparation the 
lesson for the next Sabbath, so as to establish topical 
rotation. For example, on a given Sunday, let A take 
the chronology of the lesson ; B, the geography ; C, 
the biography ; D, the historical points ; E, the mission- 
ary features ; F, the spiritual application, or why the 
lesson was included in the inspired Book. The next 
Sunday commence the topical assignments with B, etc. 

When these assignments are made regularly, and 
results are expected from the pupils, and the other 
pupils are always encouraged to prepare questions so 
as to incite discussion,—which, however, must be 
controlled and regulated by the teacher,—it will be 
found comparatively easy to secure a certain amount 
of home study. 

It is to be remembered that the teacher's first and 
most important step toward securing home study is to 
do home study. Unless the teacher is willing to con- 
centrate on faithful home study, he has no right to 
find fault with his pupils. for not doing home study. — 
L. G. Fouse, Philadelphia. 
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Hopes, and hindrances, and open doors, 
in foreign lands 
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A New Year’s View from the Missionary Watch Tower 
“By Professor Harlan P. 
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“*Give Us More of that Good Religion!” 


HE annual message of the Student Volunteers of 
Peking University is inspiring reading. ‘‘The 
Gospel Team started out on their first venture 

the latter part of June,—eight young men all dressed 
in khaki uniforms, with pith helmets on their heads, 
with banners and cornets, bugles and drums, a magic 
lantern, a bundle of books and glad hearts, a little 
band of soldiers of the Gospel of Peace with the hel- 


met of salvation upon their heads, the sword of the. 


Spirit in their hands, Plans were perfected before 
they left Peking, and words of hearty welcome had 
come from pastors along their route. In each place 
posters announced the coming of the team with the 
gospel message and musical and lantern attractions. 
In most places the crowds were so great the first night 
that tickets for admission were given out for succeed- 
ing nights; and even then the churches were usually 
crowded with women, while the windows were re- 
moved and the courts packed with men and boys... . 

‘« At Chien So, where they came into the region of 
flut roofs, the chief of police came with a very cour- 
teous but unusual request, that the girls from the gov- 
ernment school might be permitted to come, promis- 
ing an extra guard for the night. Long before dark 
women began to arrive in carts from far in the coun- 
try. Here the crowd was so great that the lantern 
was placed in the court, and the church and court 
were packed with ticket-holders, while the roofs of all 
the neighboring houses were black with the people. 
Of course the views and the music, entirely new to 
many, were an attraction; but they were not the chief 
features nor the most appreciated, as witnessed by the 
man who when the views were exhibited after nearly 
an hour. of preaching said in a tone of ._disappoint- 
ment, ‘I wish that they would finish these pictures 
and give us some more of that good religion.’ "’ 
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Ten Million Destitute Indians 


VETERAN worker, the Rev. G. J. Schilling, 
D.D., of Buenos Aires, has a most informing 
and stirring article in the November Missionary 

Review of the World upon the unevangelized peoples 
of South America, especially the ten millions of In- 
dians—a number larger than is usually given. While 
many of these are nominal Romanists, even they are 
more correctly characterized as baptized heathen, 
while millions of Indians do not even reach that point 
of safety—from the Catholic viewpoint. 

Compared with our 260,000 Indians who are in 
spiritual destitution, these Latin American millions 
are a startling proposition for the Christian Church 
and one that enlists even English church- 
men in their behalf, notably the South 


sometimes as their fourth or fifth year, and hence could 
not nourish a second child. Among them also is the 
practise of hastening the death of persons seriously ill 
or crippled, often of the aged who ‘are sick. 

The Jivaro Indians of Ecuador are headhunters and 
have a process whereby the skull is broken without 
destroying the skin, after which it is removed and the 
head is molded and shrunk until it is the size of a 
babe's, a trophy of their hatred of enemies. The 
dance orgies of some of the tribes in honor of the 
Virgin Mary seen, described, and pictured by Dr. 
Schilling, show men who have become beasts in cos- 
tume and in action, and raise the query as to whether 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Filipino Giving.—That the Filipinos are advancing in 
self-support and general church efficiency is suggested by 
the fact that the Baptists spent last year for work in Baco- 
lod $300, while the Filipinos spent more than $5,500. 


Postage Stamps.—Bert Wilson characterizes the plan 
of giving a postage stamp a week to foreign missions as a 
sin against the stamp. But worse still is the fact that very 
few denominations give as much as that—$1.04 a year— 
for the cause. 


Infidelity.—‘‘ There is no infidelity of pulpit or college 
comparable with the infidelity of Christian parents in stand- 
ing in the way of their youth entering the world’s service 
for Christ,’’ said Miner Lee Bates at the recent Leos An- 
geles Convention of the Disciples. 


Hebrew, Greek, and Chinese.—The British and For- 
eign Bible Society’s free grants of Hebrew Old Testaments 
and Greek New Testaments to theological students have 
been extended to Christian Chinese students in missionary 
theological seminaries, some of which include Greek and 
Hebrew in their curriculum. 


Can We Match this African ?—The September Mis- 
sionary Survey of the Southern Presbyterians pictures an 
African who is thus described : ‘* Defender of the ¢ Fight- 
ing Bakete’ tribe. Speaks English and four or five native 
languages. Can read, write, teach, preach, and attend to 
business matters for Mr. Martin very creditably. He can 
also clean house, darn stockings, make clothes. lle is, 
generally speaking, ‘a Jack of all trades,’ and good at 
all.”’? And yet the average American thinks an African 
defective and wholly inefficient ! 


When Jews Send Missionaries.—Missions by the 
Jews are a novelty, yet they are not non-existent. Dr. J 
Faitlovitch has recently completed a successful attempt to 
raise funds in America for the education of black Jews in 
Abyssinia, known as the Falashas. The American Jewish 
Committee has contributed $5000 toward the Falasha Mis- 
sion, and elsewhere Dr. Faitlovich has secured an addi- 
tional thousand dollars. It is to be used to teach Hebrew 
to their black co-religionists of the Abyssinian mountains, 
Meanwhile Christians of America have not a single worker 
in that independent African kingdom. 








Romanism has really benefited such believers in any 
way. 

The article reviews briefly the work of Protestant 
Missions for these Indians, and shows that with the 
exception of a few well manned and planned stations 
the work is made well-nigh useless because it is too 
sporadic, insufficiently reinforced and financed, and 
without proper supervision. Dr. Schilling pleads for 
a fuller consideration of South America’s aboriginal 
populations in the coming Congress and in the later 
sectional conferences. It certainly seems as if this 
element in Latin American populations were a per- 
fectly clear case, and should appeal to Christians of 
every shade of opinion as to the sufficiency or ineffi- 
ciency of the Roman Catholic Church of that part of 
the world, The issue of the Missionary Review from 
whicn we have derived this information is a Latin 
American number and is well worth securing—as are 
all of its issues, 
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Dr. Zwemer’s New Book 


HILDHOOD in the Moslem World,"’ by the 
well-known apostle of missions to the Moham- 
medans, Dr. S. M. Zwemer, is anything but 

a book for children : it is aout Moslem children and 
is intended for the sober and Christian reading of those 
who may be stirred thereby to do something for their 
relief. He estimates that they number over eighty 
millions and tells us that if they stood side by side 
holding hands, they would stretch exactly twice around 
the globe; or if they marched with hands upon each 
other's shoulders, the procession would be fifteen times 
the distance from New York to Chicago. 

What their environment, physical conditions, men- 
tal and moral training or neglect and religion are, and 
how they are affected by the impact of the West and 
of the Christian missionary upon them, Dr. Zwemer 
sets forth most minutely and vividly, with the darker 
features in high relief and without any alleviation from 
the brighter side of Moslem child life—he would per- 
haps insist that there was no brighter side. The vol- 
ume is mentioned here, because it has a mission and 
deserves notice in other places than in book reviews. 
Like Miss Amy Carmichael Wilson's ‘‘ Things as They 
Are in India,’’ however, this volume calls for a second 
one on ‘‘Overweights of Joy.’’ 


oa 
South China’s Worst Flood 


PRIVATE letter brings a most vivid. account ot 
the flood of last summer as seen from Canton 
and its neighborhood. In Chinese thought, 

the gods of Lightning and Thunder must have been 
at war, or else the Dragon had become 
furiously angry and so poured down tor- 





American Missionary Society’s Anglican 
constituency. Much more do they appeal 
to Christians who see beyond the rites 
and formule of Christianity and long to 
bring all who are not heart believers in 
Jesus Christ into communion with him- 
self, through a scriptural faith and a 
godly life. 

Dr. Schilling’s personal knowledge of 
the Indians of Argentina, Chile, and 
Bolivia, and his investigation of condi- 
tions elsewhere in South America give 
somber color to the Indian picture. 
Nearly a quarter of Ecuador's. 870,000 
Indians are so barbarous and savage that 
any approach to them is unsafe and no 
one seems willing to expose his life to 


How Much Shall I Give This Year to Missions ? 


A LITTLE ARGUMENT WITH MYSELF 


1. If1 refuse to give anything to missions this year, | practically cast 
a ballot in favor of the recall of every missionary, both in the home and foreign 
fields. 

2. If I give-less than heretofore, | favor a reduction of the missionary 
forces proportionate to my reduced contribution. ; 

3. If_1_ give the same as formerly, I favor holding the ground already misery. Only steam or motor boats could 
won, but I disregard any forward movement. My song is, “ Hold the Fort!” 
forgetting that the Lord never intended that his army should take refuge in a fort. 
Alll of his soldiers are under marching orders always. They are commanded havc died. Despite attempts to aid, 











the risks of carrying them the Gospel.. to “Go!” 


He asserts that two millions of Peru's 
Indians, who constitute 57.6 percent of 


4. If | advance my offering beyond former years, then | favor an 
advance movement in the conquest of new territory for Christ. Shall I not join 





the population, could not give a reason this close ? 


for the faith that is in them. 

Among the Paraguay tribes stories of 
cannibalism suggest that it has not been 
longunknown. Oneofthem, the Lengua- 
Mascoy, does not regard infanticide as a 
serious matter, perhaps owing to the fact 





rents upon the sinful yellowskins to up- 
set their rice. This was all the more de- 
plorable for the reason that the crops this 
year were unusually promising. 

When the waters rose to the point of 
overflowing the banks of the river at 
Canton, the greatest losses began. For 
a hundred square miles the water ex- 
tended, a scene not paralleled within the 
memory of the living. Thousands fled 
to the hills, only to be spoiled by rob- 
bers.who made gain out of the common 


stem the relentless tide, though within 
the city man-propelled craft could be used 
to save thousands who might otherwise 


four police stations reported that six thous- 
and corpses had beeh picked out of Can- 
ton’s streets, To add to the horrors of 
the flood, fires started and were very de- 
structive, while cholera took its toll of the 


Resolved : I do believe in greatly increasing the present number of survivors. Our missionary correspondent 
our missionaries, therefore I will increase my former offerings 


was shut up in the second story of his 





to missionary work. 


house for eight days. 
When the flood was at its height, our 
United States battleship Wilmington ar- 








that conditions of living are-so hard that 
mothers must suckle their children as late 


This ‘Tittle argument '’ may be obtained in a leafiet, printed in striking form, at 3 cents 
per dozen, from the ‘Bible House of Los Angeles, 620'Lissner Building, £ 


#s Angeles, Cal. 


rived with a cargo of rice forthe most 
needy, and soon thereafter Standard Oil 
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steamers were sent for rice for distribution. Motor 
boats were running out into the country carrying food 
for the perishing. Yet with millions affected by the 
flood and needing relief for some four months, ‘the 
outlook is sad indeed. Four days of typhoons add to 
the calamity and still further lessen China's ability to 
meet the crisis. 4 


The Latin American Dispute 


Lv high and broad elements in the Episcopal 
Church are at loggerheads over the Latin Amer- 
ican, Congress upon Christian Work, to convene 
at Panama in February next. The highest among 
the Highs are so close to Romanism that they are 
naturally incensed at the action of the Board of Mis- 
sions, which not only has a goodly force of mission- 
aries laboring in Roman Catholic America south of 
the United States, but has voted to send delegates to 
the Congress. Indignant bishops have withdrawn 
from all connection with so impertinent a proposition 
as that of aiding missionaries to proselyte in a land 
where Rome is nearer them than questionable non- 
Episcopal churches. Happily the Board itself, headed 
by Bishop Lloyd and backed by such stalwart laymen 
as George Wharton Pepper, stands by the task so 
greatly needed in Latin American lands, 

The Congress proposes to unite on common 
grounds with the Romanists, if they are willing to 
work with Protestants along certain lines; in other 
divisive matters, both faiths must stand true to their 
convictions, yet they need not be madethe basis of the 
program at the various conferences to follow the gen- 
eral Congress at Panama, 

The full statement of the platform of the Congress 
and other information .can be had by application to 
the secretary, the Rev. S. G. Inman, 23 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. It is most regrettable that 
this discussion should. have arisen, for Latin America 
sorely needs the uplift and help of the coming con- 
ferences. 

Yate University. 


a all 


A Salute for the Captain 
_ By John Majoribanks 


w HERE are just two things on shipboard, lad," 
said an old salt to a new recruit, ‘‘mutiny or 
duty."’ 

** Ave, aye, sir,’ said the young bluejacket. 

This hearty recognition of orders is always ringing 
through the American Navy, afloat or ashore, until it 
has almost come to be a synonym for obedience, a 
symbol of discipline. No officer or bluejacket ever 
receives an order from a superior without that cheerful 
‘* Aye, aye, sir,’’ as he turns away to perform the duty 
assigned, 

The ever-recurrent phrase is contagious even on the 
civilian side of the Navy, and the three little boys ofa 
Christian man occupying a secretarial position in the 
Navy have caught it up, and echo it from time to time. 

Every Sunday afternoon, after dinner, when ‘the 
table is taken off,’’ these lads, Robert, Henry, and 
Richard, eight, six, and four years old respectively, 
gather around the table with their parents, listen to 
Bible stories, repeat passages of Scripture, hear the 
children’s story in the last number of The Sunday 
School Times, and sing, One of the songs which is 
a favorite with them is ‘‘ When He Cometh to Make 
up His Jewels'’ and another is ‘‘ There'll be no Dark 
Valley When Jesus Comes.’’ 

In one of these afternoon Round Table talks their 
father said : 

*¢ At service to-day I heard a man say that every- 
body had to die. "’ 

‘*That is a mistake,"’ said Robert, ‘because 
Christian people who are on the earth when Jesus 
comes back will go to heaven alive and will not have 
to die." 

One Sunday afternoon Richard and his father were 
on the back porch watching the fluffy white clouds 
float lazily in the sky into which the stately Wash- 
ington Monument thrust its tall shaft. 

‘¢ Are there angels in those clouds who keep me 
from getting hurt when I fall?'’ queried the Four. 
Year-Old. 

** Maybe; but tell me,'’ the father asked the boy, 
‘if Jesus were to come through the sky now, what 
would you do ?"’ 

A moment's thought, a small, graceful form straight- 
ens into the military attitude of attention, an elbow 
bends, a dimpled hand is lifted to a forehead, and a 
hearty answer comes : 

*«] would say, ‘ Aye, aye, Sir,’ and salute Him."’ 
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IT IS NO ACCIDENT 


that in this day of unparalleled world ferment,—when God is camying out 


his word to “ overtum, overtum, overtum, . . . until he come whose right 


it is" to take the crown,—the study of millions of Christians is to be con- 
centrated upon portions of God's Word that have a most direct bearing 
upon conditions in the world, the Church, and the Jewish nation. 


What Do 
the Prophets Say ? 


was the constant question of apostles and teachers 
in the early days of the Church's history. 

It may well be our question to-day. 

The Acts, the Epistles, and the Revelation, which 
form the basis of the 1916 International: Lessons, 
interpret and complete the message of the prophets. 
books is completely 
know the thread of 
Book together. 


There have been few announcements that The 
Sunday School Times has been privileged 


the announcement of “ Six Simple Studies 
in Prophecy,” by Dr. C. I. Scofield. 
These articles were to appear during 1915. 


Dr. Scofeld’s severe illness prevented his carrying 


through this plan. The many prayers fer his re- 
covery have been answered, and he hopes to com- 
plete the series in a short time. 


and the Revelation. 


Radiant, 
Undefeatable Joy 


was the characteristic of Christians in apostelic days. 
This note sounds clear above all the trials and per- 
secutions recorded in the Acts. 


Do you know their secret? 


Do not allow these 1916 lessons to pass without 
actually entenng in to that victory and power which 
is our heritage as well as Paul's and Peter's. 





The Burning 
jewish Question 


period. anit iis ee 
the eternal problem of the Jew at every tum. 


the way in which the 
into the very center of the whirlpool of 
In last week’s issues these articles were announced 
under the heading Behind War’s i 
the Holy rp oy Dr. Ellis will give the back- 


cities that have witnessed these ternble 


The Word 
of Authority 


in Bible study is needed in the Sunday-schools of 
the world to-day as never before. 


There is an appalling note of uncertainty in many 
widely-used Lesson Helps, and also in the minds of 
many teachers. 


In the ten-fold lesson department of The Sunday 
School Times and in the remarkable series of “ side- 
light” articles that are planned to supplement the 
week by week lesson treatment, the first care will 
be to ring true to God's infallible Word. 


In. addition to Dr. Gray's whole-book studies on 
Acts (in this issue on page 767), Romans, Philip- 
will be a number of special articles by scholars and 
teachers best qualified to speak on the big questions 
that the 1916 lessons will raise. 





And You May as Well Have These Books 


Books that every Bible student ought to have for the 1916 work are included in 
our offers for an increase in existing clubs of subsenbers, and for introductory clubs 


in schools where the paper is not yet taken. 


The offers include such books as 


Stifler’s Introduction to the Book of Acts; Ramsay's St. Paul the Traveler and 
Roman Citizen, and his Pictures of the Apostolic Church; Christian Workers’ 


Commentary, by Dean Gray; 
Amold’s Chart of Paul's dies 


Commentary on Romans, by Dr. Griffith Thomas; 


Ask on a postal-card for a full description of these offers. You may as well own 


these books. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


LESSON FOR JAN. 2 (Acts 1 : 1-14) 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class . 


UPPOSE you were an inventor who had discov- 
ered an entirely new and tremendousty power- 
ful explosive,—powerful far beyond anythin 

yet known to man. You had tested it yourself, a 

you knew what it could do: Suppose you had suc- 
ceeded in getting your government to make an offi- 
cial test of this explosive, to decide whether they 
would adopt it for army and navy use. As the experts 
in charge conducted the test and you saw them adding 
layer after layer of the hardest steel armor plate upon 
the target on which the test was to be made, would 
you be troubled or glad to see the difficulties of the 
test pile up,—if you knew all the time that the pene- 
trating power of your explosive was utterly beyond 
the resisting power of those steel plates? The 
harder the test, the better satisfied you would be. 

** Power” is a keyword of the book of Acts. From 
some standpoints the book is the most interesting of 
all the sixty-six of the Bible, because for the first 
time in history it records the results of God’s fully 
released power in the lives of men. We shall find in 
this book how Satan tried to resist the irresistible 

wer of God, as the Adversary piled on layer after 

yer of steel armor plate; and we shall find how the 
penetrating power of God drove triumphantly, un- 
defeatably through every form of resistance as though 
the ‘‘armor plates” had been egg-shells. 

The men and women who knew that this unde- 
featable power was theirs could indeed ‘‘ count it all 
joy " when they fell into manifold temptations (James 
1:2); for these temptations were simply trials or 
testings of the new power in their lives; and they 
knew that no testing could match that Power. 


Our Background Material 


Tell the-class of the sppertunty that.is theirs this: 


ear to master nine -books of the New Testament. 

hirty-four lessons arein the book of Acts. Determine 
to make full use of Dr. James M. Gray’s entire-book 
studies, of which the first, on the book of Acts, ap- 

ears on page 767, ‘‘Studying the Book of Acts for 

ourself.” Get the class to memorize the five sim- 
ple divisions of the book suggested by Dr. Gray, 
with the chapters for each section: Jerusalem, 1-7; 
Palestine, 8-12; Asia Minor, 13-15: 35; Greece, 15: 
36-20; Rome, 21-28. Notice also the unusual ‘side- 
light ” articles that are planned for the Times during 
the year, as announced on page 772. 

And use as much else, in class, as you think best 
about the book of Acts, its authorship, date, etc. 
Valuable material is given by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(I, 1, 2,3; II, 4). See also Mrs. Baldwin (1, 2). 

Equip yourself with all that you cau afford of val- 
uable books and other helps to the study and mas- 
tery of this year’s lessons, as suggested in the article 
on page 780. Notice specially Miss Saxe’s ‘‘ Studies 
in the Book-of Acts,” which shows in a delightfully 
simple and wholly practical way how any class can 
master the book chapter by chapter. 

Show the class with what thrilling interest the 

t world war is more and more moving into the 
region of the book of Acts. This will be described 
with graphic power by William T. Ellis in an article 
shortly to appear in the Times. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 
issue. Bold-face figures at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 


Have you ever thought how meager our knowledge 
of Christ would be if we had only the four Gospels? 
The richest part of the New Testament lies he- 
yond the Gospels (John 1: 50; 5: 20; 14: 12; 16: 
12, 13). 

In his Gospel Luke had described ‘‘all that Jesus 
began both to do and to teach” up to the time of his 
ascension (Acts 1: 1, 2). Now in the book of Acts 
Luke shows what Jesus went on to do and to teach 
after his ascension, and by the Holy Spirit. 

Give the class a glimpse of the wonders of the per- 
son and power of the Holy Spirit. The teaching 
even of Jesus himself during his earthly lifetime was 

iven through the Holy Spirit (v. 2); see Dr. Griffith 
homas (II, 4). But are we disloyal to the Holy 
Spirit when we think chiefly of Christ? See the dis- 
cussion of this question in Notes on Open Letters, 
Page 766. 
hat had been the great theme of our Lord’s con- 
versations with his disciples during those forty days 
after his resurrection? (v. 3.) It was ‘‘the kingdom 
of God.” Think of having the King himself tell you, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


LESSON 1. JANUARY 2. THE ASCENDING LORD 
_ Acts 1: 1-14. Commit verses 10,1 7 
Golden Text : When he ascended on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.—Ephesians 4 + 8 


1 The 1 former treatise I made, O The-oph’i-lus, concerning 


all that Jesus began both to do and to teach, 2 until the day 


in which he was received up, after that he had given com- 
mandment through the Holy rit unto the apostles whom 
- had a a : 3 to whom he snowed maw ave after 
passion by many proofs, appearing unto them 

of forty days, and syoanins the —— concerning the ki 

of God: 4 and, * being assembled together with them, he 
charged them not to depart from Je em, but to wait for 
the promise of the Father, which, said he, ye heard from me: 
5 for John indeed baptized with water ; but ye shall be bap- 
tized in the Holy Spirit not many days hence, 

6 ‘They therefore, when they were come together, asked 
him, saying, Lord, dost thou at this time restore the kingdom 
to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to knew 
times or seasons, which the Father hath Sset within. his own 
authority. 8 But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit 
is come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judzea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth. And when he had said these things, as 
they were looking, he was taken up; and a cloud received 
him out of their sight. 10 And while they were looking sted- 
pease | into heaven as he went, behold two men stood by them 
in white apparel ; 11 who also said, Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye looking into heaven? this Jesus, who was received 
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
beheld him going into heaven. 

12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is nigh unto Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey 
off. 13 And when they were come in, they went uP. nto. the 
upper chamber, where they were abiding; both Peter and 
John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholo- 
mew and Matthew, ® James the son of Alphzeus, and Simon 
the Zealot, and Judas #he ™ son of SJames. 14 These all with 
one accord continued stedfastly in prayer, ® with the women, 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. 

1Gr. first. 2% Gr. frescnted. 8 Or, eating with them 4 Or, with 
6 Or, appointed by * Or, Jacob * Or, brother See Jude x. ® Or, with 


certain wowen 


Zhe American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 
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Truth That Is Golden 

. God never takes away a blessing from his believing 
children except in order to give them a greater bless- 
ing. Jesus in his personal, bodily presence, so pre- 
cious in that fellowship with his disciples, was taken 
from them on this earth so that God might give them 
a ater blessing (John 16: 7). Christ as our Life 
is better than Christ as our Friend. And. Christ 
could not become the actual, literal Life of his disei- 
ples, as Paul knew him (Gal, 2 : - until the promise 
of the Comforter had been fulfilled. Jesus in the 
body could be in only one place at one time; in the 
Person of the Holy Spirit he can be with every be- 
liever at all] times (Matt. 28 : 20). 

And the ascended Christ means the Victorious Life 
for his followers. In connection with his ascension 
and our victory have you ever realized the full and 
stupendous meaning of the truth as it is given in 
Ephesians 1 ; 17-23? The power by which the risen 
Christ ascended to the right hand of the Father in 
heaven, in triumphant ag nae | over all things, is 
given ‘‘to us-ward who believe” for our own lives 
now : complete bee ve over the whole power of 
known sin. Prayerfully read, accept as your own, 
and ask God to pass on through you triumphantly to 

our class, the Victorious Life message by McCall 

arbour on page 768. 


Teaching Points 

To be clear witnesses for Christ we must have had a 
real experience of his supernatural power. Have you had 
this ? 

‘*Unto the uttermost part of the earth’’ (v. 8) is the 
Great Commission (Matt. 28 : 19, 20). And, as Campbell 
White hus said, ‘‘ The Great Commission is the only com- 








by interpreting the open Bible to you (theirs was the 
Old Testament) about the sew. oA that some day 
he is going to usher in and establish! ‘* The promise 
of the kingdom to David and his seed, and described 
in the prophets, enters the New Testament absolutely 
unchanged.” 

So the disciples’ question (v. 6) ‘‘ Lord, dost thou 
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” was a 
reasonable and intelligent one. ‘The kingdom 7s 
going to be restored to Israel, and they knew it; see 

r. Griffith Thomas (II, 6). 

But it was not for them, nor is it for us, to know 
the exact time; it is our duty, as it was theirs, by 
faith and obedience to receive the fulness of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives that we may have nothing less 
than the power of God, which is omnipotence (1 John 
4:17). As Dr. Griffith Thomas (11, §) says, ** hey 
were to be equipped by the Holy Spirit,” or equipped 
with Him. For there is no such thing as receiving 
power apart from the Holy Spirit. He does not give 
men abstract power; he gives men himself. Then 
they can go forward with the spiritual omnipotence 
of God. 

First must come this power; then, and then only, 
could they be witnesses. To be a powerless witness 
is to be a false witness. Mr. Ridgway (1) shows the 
difference between having and lacking power. 

Concerning whom were they to witness? The 
Holy Spirit or Christ? ‘*My witnesses,” or ‘ wit- 
nesses unto me” (Authorized Version, verse 8)is Jesus’ 
answer. The Holy Spirit comes into our lives that we 
may witness, not about him, but about Christ (Jehn 
16:14). See the effective Round-Table Illustrations 
(1, 2, 3) oh witnessing for Christ. What it is to bea 
witness to Christ is shown in Pucker’s class (Rogers, 
1-2). And the witnessing was to begin at the hard- 
est wy (Baldwin, 3). 

Then, perhaps with utter unexpectedness to the 
disciples, occurred one of the greatest events in the 
éntire heavenly and earthly lifetime of our Lord: his 
Ascension (v. 9). It has had too little intelligent 
study and understanding by his Church of to-day; 
note Dr. Griffith Thomas’ urging that we study this 
—— act of Christ (III, 7, 8). 

hat striking message did the angels give the 
wondering disciples? (v. 11.) Here, again, is one of 
the neglected and supreme teachings of the Bible: 
our Lord’s return. Both teacher pou. class may well 
make it a matter of special study this year as we go 
through the New Testament, in which it is men- 
tioned more than three hundred times. The clear, 
helpful article by Dr. James M. Gray which appeared 
in The Sunday School Times of February 6, 1915, 
‘*Studying the. Second Coming for Yourself,” has 
been reprinted in pamphlet form (by the Bible Insti- 
tute yee ssociation, 826 North La Salle 
Street, Chicago; 5 cents; fifty or more, $2.50 per 
hundred). Our Lord's return is discussed by. Mrs. 
Baldwin (6-7). 


»? Those who don’t believe in foreign missions 
will have to leave out of their Bibles a part of verse $ 
(Baldwin, 4). 

It has been suggested, and-with reasonableness, that 
the cloud that received Jesus out of their sight was not an 
ordinary fog bank, but the Shekinah, the glory cloud man- 
ifesting-God’s supernatural présence which went ahead of 
the Children of Israel in the wilderness, and the same 
glory cloud in which Christ is to return with the angels. 

If Christ is to return ‘‘in like manner”’ as he went, 
then his return is to be a literal, personal, bodily return 
from heaven to this earth. 

He ascended from ‘‘ the mount called Olivet ’’ (v. 12) ; 
‘* and his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of 
Olives’? (Zech, 14 : 4). 

Three different miracles are accomplished for us by the 
Ascended Christ, the Living Christ, the Coming Christ 
(Griffith Thomas, III, 7-9). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why was it better that Jesus in his visible and bodily 
presence should be taken from his disciples? (See Bald- 
win, §, and ‘‘ The Truth That is Golden,’’ above.) 

What would you do if our Lord Jesus should come 
to-day? (Tel? the story of the boy whose father asked 
him that question, given on page 772.) 

Who will come with Christ when he*comes? (Illustra- 
tion Round-Table, 4; 1 Thess. 4 : 16, 17.) 

Did Jesus mean the very men he was talking to were to 
be his witnesses unto the uttermost part of the earth? 

Could the whole world be evangelized in one genera- 
tion ? 

In what ways was the coming of the Holy Spirit to be 
different from his coming upon men in Old Testament 
times? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation.) 
The Coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2 ;: 1-23). 


God does not always ask men to know him only 
by faith. From time to time he reveals himsetf:in 
ways that men.can see or hear; ways that their 
senses can lay hold of. Especially has God done this 
in the great crisis times of the world’s history. In 
next Sunday's lesson we shall study one of the 
epoch-making miracles of the universe. God came 
to this earth and into individual lives in such a way 
that men could see and hear. Let us ask ourselves, 
as we study the wonderful lesson, just why God did 
as he did. 


What was accomplished by the coming of the Holy Spirit 
on the Day of Pentecost? 

How had Jews gotten out into ‘‘every nation under 
heaven’’? (v. 5.) 

What incident in the lesson proves that when men don’t 
want to believe, even a miracle will not make them be- 
lieve? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mastering the 





" E was off to a good start.” 

sometimes used of a man in a race, for a 

start is a great advantage. ey we 

look at the commencement of Christianity ana we 
shall find that it too made a good start. 


These words are 


I, Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection.—This chapter ts closely connected with 
the last of Luke’s Gospel, and repeats to some extent 
the material found there. The Ascension was at 
once the climax of Christ's earthly life and the com- 
mencement of a new stage of his career. It is for 
this reason that the two accounts aré given of the 
Ascension, one closing the former and the other 
opening the latter. ‘The Ascension is also particu- 
larly important in connection with Christ's work, for 
we are told that he worked with his disciples after 
he had ascended on high (Mark 16:20), Thus the 
third Gospel and the Acts are connected without a 
break so that we may see the fulness of Christ's life 
and work. This connection is well shown in a new 
book, **The Christ of Christianity,” James M, 
Stifler (New York: Fleming H. Revell, $1 net). (1) 

The Book.—As our lessons for the coming year will 
be almost entirely taken from the book of Acts it is 
important to gain a true idea of it as a whole. It 
bridges the Gospels and the Epistles, and we can 
readily understand what loss would be involved to 
be without it. Its key is found in chapter 1: 1-11, 
with its three fundamental truths: (1) The Lord 
Jesus Christ is still active; (2) The Holy Spirit's 


presence and power in Christian work; (3) ‘The pro- 


gram of Christ for the whole world (1: 8). (2) 

The plan of the book is indicated by the three 
circles of work: in Jerusalem, Samaria, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth, and the book shows how this 

lan was fulfilled: Chapters 1-12, the Church in 
Jorucatom, Judea, and Samaria; chapters 13-28, the 
Church among the Gentiles. Each of these main 
divisions can be much more fully analyzed to show 
the gradual progress of the gospel from Jerusalem to 
Rome. As we go on we shall be able to see some of 
these sections. ‘Those who wish to study the book as 
a whole may perhaps care to look at a little volume 
by the present writer, ‘‘The Acts of the Apo&les” 
(Chicago: Bible Institute Colportage Association, 50 
cents net). (3) 

Date.—'I‘he usual date assigned to the Ascension 
is A.D. 30, though some recent authorities make it 
two or three years earlier. 


Il. The Lesson 


The Earthly Ministry (vs. 1-3).—The ‘former 
treatise” is, of course, our third Gospel (Luke 1: 1-4). 
Nothing is known about Theophilus, to whom both 
books are dedicated. As Luke's Gospel is concerned 
with what Jesus ‘‘ began to do and to teach until” he 
ascended, so Acts records what he continued to do 
after his ascension. ‘' While the Gospel contains an 
epitome of the Saviour’s work on earth, the Acts con- 
tain an epitome of his work from heaven.” The order 
‘‘do and teach” suggests life first and speeck after- 
wards (Matt. 23: 3; Luke 24: 19). During the forty days 
after his resurrection. Christ was continually giving 
commandments to his apostles, and at the same time 
proving his own resurrection life by a number of 
conclusive evidences. Observe the prominence given 
here to the Holy Spirit (v. 2). Se it is all through, 
His subject of conversation was the Kingdom of Ged, 
and we know from the last chapter of each of the 
four vor how concerned he was for his disciples 
to go all over the world proclaiming his message. 
Christianity is intended to be proved, and, after the 
sufferings on the Cross, Christ gave the apostles 
many and varied assurances that he was actually 
alive(r Cor. 15: 1-17). Thus His earthly ministry was 
at once preparatory, continuous, and thorough, ex- 
tending right up to the moment of his ascension. (4) 

The Parting Words (vs. 4-8).—Just before his 
actual departure, as he was gathered with his dis- 
ciples, he gave them a special command, forbidding 
them todepart from Jerusalem, and telling them to 
wait for the promise of the Holy Spirit, of which they 
had heard from him more than once (John 14: 16; 
15:26). This promise is as definite as that of eternal 
life. The baptism of John had been with water, but 
they were to be equipped by the Holy Spirit, so that 
with spiritual power they might go forward and ac- 
complish his purpose (Luke 3:16). The waiting 
would be at once a-test and a preparation, especially 
as ten days (not then known) intervened before the 
promise was fulfilled. (5) 

Our L6érd had been teaching the disciples ‘* the 
things concerning the kingdom of God" (v. 3), and 
they now asked him whether he was about to restore 
the kingdom to srael. That the throne of David is 
tobe restored both the Old Testament and New make 
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— plain ; and the restoration of the people Israel 
to the place of leadership on this earth, under Jesus 
as their recognized and established King, is cove- 
nanted by God. But our Lord checked their curios- 
ity as tothe ¢#me when this would come to pass, 
while he did not deny that he would restore the 
kingdom to Israel. He guided their thought in the 
right channel by telling them that it was not for 
them to know times which belonged to the Father 
aione (Dan. 12:9-11). (6) 

‘The one thing that concerned them was not knowl- 
edge but power, and this would come by the Holy 
Spirit {Luke 24:49), who would enable them to be 
witnesses (v. 8). he word ‘‘ witness” is character- 
istic of the life and service of God’s ple, and is one 
of the key-words of Acts. They were to testify to 
what they themselves had seen and heard and 
known. Personal experience must always be the 
basis of true teaching and preaching (1: 22; 3:15; 
4:33). This testimony was to extend from where 
they then were as a center until it reached the utter- 
most part of the earth. This verse thus gives the 
order in which the Gospel was proclaimed, and is at 
the same time the key-verse to the entire book. It 
is most striking that our Lord's last words were con- 
cerned with the great work of world-wide evangeli- 
zation. 

Zhe Glorious Ascension (vs. 9-14).—When these 
instructions had come to an end, our Lord was taken 
from his disciples (Luke 24:50, 51). As he went 
upwards a cloud, a symbol of the Divine glory, re- 
ceived him out of their sight, and as they were gazing 
fixedly into the sky they were reminded by the ap- 
pearance of two angels (John 20: 11, 12) that their 
Master who had been received up would return 
again. ‘Three times in these few words ‘‘ heaven” 
occurs. This gentle rebuke was intended to guide 
their thoughts into the right channel, and they soon 
returned obediently to the upper room in Jertsalem 
(Luke 24:52) and, with the rest of the followers of 
Christ, continued ‘‘ with one accord” in prayer,. wait- 
ing for the fulfilment of the promise. The joy (Luke 
24:50, 52) is very striking in contrast with the gloom 
following hisdeath. The Sabbath day's journey was 
about six furlongs, indicating the limit that a devout 

ew would take on the sacred day (Matt. 24: 20). 

‘his is the last reference in the Bible to the mother 
of Christ, and, after all that had happened, it is a 
beautiful picture of’ her continuance in prayer and 
expectation. ‘The listof apostles should be compared 
with those elsewhere (Matt. 10: 2-4; Mark 3: 16-19; 
Luke 6: 14-16). 

Ill. Central Truths 

As this passsge is at once the culmination of all 

that preceded in Christ’s earthly life, and at the same 
time the commencement of his new life above, it is 
important to concentrate our attention on the Person 
of Christ, especially in the light of the Golden Text. 
The Ascension is far too little noticed in comparison 
with the Life and Death andthe Resurrection. And 
yet there is one epistle (Hebrews) which is concerned 
almost wholly with our Lord’s life above. We are 
accustomed to say that ‘‘ Christianity is Christ,” and 
this lesson tre us an opportunity of contemplating 
him.in the 
work. (7) 
1. The Ascended Christ is Our Peace.—A careful 
study of the Epistle to the Hebrews will show us the 
spiritual value and power of the Ascension. It 
means that all barriers have been removed, that the 
way to the presence of God is now open, and that we 
can approach God through him who ever lives to 
make intercession for us (Heb, 7: 25). (8) 

2. Zhe Living Christ is Our Power.—We must 
never forget that as the life of Christ did not com- 
mence at Bethlehem, so it did not end at Olivet. He 
is still alive, and, whether for character or for con- 
duct, the living Christ is the fount of spiritual power. 
Through him as living we are enabled to realize joy 
and experience holiness. Through him we obtain 
graceto witness and to work. Everything, in a word, 
comes from the living Lord. ‘I live, yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me”’ (Gal. 2: 20). 

3. Lhe Coming Christ is Our Prospect.—As with 
those early disciples, so to-day we are assured of our 
Lord’s coming again, with personal reunion for us 
and perfect satisfaction. His coming back is as cer- 
tain as his Ascension, and thus we rest and rejoice 
as we wait for him. (9) 

So as we commence the new course of Lessons we 
shall see that from beginning to end ‘ Christ is all.” 
IV. A Lesson Outline 

1. The Earthly Ministry (John 14 : 1-8). 
2. The Parting Words (Luke 24 : 44-53). 
3-. The Glorious Ascension (John 20: 11-18) 

Wyrcuirre Coiiecr, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner : 
By William H. Ridgway 


All In the Do.—A// that Jesus began both to do 
and to teach ies In no science, even the most 
exact mathematical, is there such accurate writing as 
in God's book. Note the order of good Dr. Luke, 
Do and teach. This is Heaven's order, and all 
Heaven's orders mean success. Do first, and then 
teach—and you teach by by doing. It is all right 
to go to college and get the theory of the thing, but 
you will never amount to much in yet profession 
until you begin to po and are taught in the doing. 
Who wants a pin-feather lawyer or a squab doctor ? 
You can sttidy the Book and attend Bible classes aud 
know all Scripture, but you will never amountto very 
much as a Christian until you get out among your 
fellow-men and po. Real teaching comes by swing- 
ing a class, visiting the sick, standing for religion in 
office and shop, living it in the home. ‘The Master 
went about DOING ery It was thus he taught good 
with such telling effect that the crowds came to hear. 
When you get into the poinc good habit (not just 
talking good—the world nowadays is noisy with 
that) it will amaze you how solid and far-reaching 
your teaching will be. Grenfell went to the fisher- 
folk and pip something. So all the world wants to 
hear him talk (Psa. 40:8; John 4: 34; Phil. 3: 13). (1) 


The Good Waiters.— Wait for the promise of the 
Father (v.4). ‘* They also’serve who only stand and 
wait” was written by a girl in my autograph album 
when I was a school-boy. The sentiment struck 
home, Sally Ann, and I have always been known as 
a go waiter. It has meant money to my pocket 
and tranquillity to my mind. There is no hurry 
about anything but one. There must be no delay in 
getting ready for the ‘‘ passover."”" The accepted time 
must be struck at once (2 Cor. 6:2). After that 
there is norush. Young fellow, are you anxious to 
‘*get into something to make money”? The more 
‘*schoolin’” you have, the more valuable you will be 
and the faster you will soar. Young fellowess, are 
you ‘‘crazy to get married"? ‘The longer you stay 
with mother, the better home-maker you will be and 
the happier your home for your training. A good 
waiter is a sure winner. Our most successful men 
are found to have been good waiters. God himself 
is the best of waiters. e waited until the fulness 
of time before he sent his Son. Look how long he 
has waited for you. Yet he waits patiently on. If 
God can wait so can his people. Let us select our 
— and sit down by the side of it and wait. 

ot one of the promises ever failed or ever can fail 
(Heb. 6: 17; Psa. 37: 7; 40: 1). 


Weather Prophets.— // 7s not for you to know times 
or seasons (v. 7). The other day when I wanted 
‘* day after to-morrow” to be a fine one for our picnic, 
Old Prob, to whom Uncle Sam pays a good salary 
and a big expense bill, said it would be ‘‘rainy.” It 
was the most perfect day we had all summer. The 
goosebone man, the groundhog, the ‘ Lancaster 
County Farmers’ Almanac,” and all the other 
prophets tell us the kind of weather we were going 
tohave. And it isn’t/ Let every man thank the 
Lord nobody knows the times or the seasons, —or any- 
thing else behind the curtain,—save the great loving 
Father himself, who is there himself making the 
times and seasons. Which all work together for 
good to those who love him (Rom. 8: 28). When 
some *‘ prophet” gets the floor in newspaper, plat- 
form, or street corner, and tells what is going to hap- 

en, never get disturbed. If he knew what was to 

appen he would not have to “take a silver offering 
at the door” or pass the hat. He could go to Wall 
Street and take such a ‘‘collection” as would pay his 
board for a century. It is always the unexpected 
that happens. The most comforting thought a 
Christian can have is that all things are in the good, 
strong hands of our Father. Read Riley’s ‘* Wet- 
Weather Talk,” which begins— 


** It hain’t no use to grumble and complain, 
It’s just as cheap and easy to rejoice, — 
When God sorts out the weather and sends rain, 
W’y rain’s my choice.”” 


Power.— But ye shall have power (v. 8). 1 have 
just been talking with a banker about a hydro-electric 
proses down in Tennessee. The big dam has 

en built. The turbines have been placed. The 
transmission lines are up. The Aluminum Co. of 
America, which takes the ‘‘ juice,” is ready to go. 
There is, however, no revenue coming to the water 
power company. No earning forthe Aluminum Com- 
pany. Nothing doing in any way. Because. the 
water has not been turned into the great pipes. 
There was no ence as yet in the newly-built Chris- 
tian Church. ven the disciples had scattered like 
birds. Nothing but empty flumes and cold machin-< 
ery in that sd room—awaiting the opening of the 
head-gates. Vater power and all other power comes 
from on high. Right down from that big hot some- 
thing up there we call oursun. All electric power, 
all steam power, all wind power, ‘‘ cometh down from 
the Father of lights.” Kna all man power cometh 
from the same Father. The power to think, the 
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wer to love, the power to soar, 


to , the 
powse plan att. 28: 18; Jas. 1: 17). (2) 


he power to live 
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~The Hilustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

tment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 

nm illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the Times 

three months in advance of the date. A circular ex- 

plaining the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


The Gasoline Engine. Ye shall receive power, 
when the Holy Spirit is come upon you (v. 8). How 
often churches trust in machinery, in organization, 
for their success ! There are ‘‘ Boards” and ‘‘ Com- 
missions” and *‘ Societies” galore, There is somuch 
harness you can hardly see the horse. But there is 
no power! It is related that in an arid region of 
South Africa the missionaries received from the 
homeland a gasoline engine with which to pump 
water for irrigation. Among the many gods wor- 
shiped by the natives there was one favorite deity 
who was supposed to preside over the sending of 
moisture, After the new equipment had been tried 
out and was working successfully, the missionaries 
were greatly surprised one day to find about a hyn- 
dred natives bowed upon their faces worshiping the 
gasoline engine! And they were not the first and 
probably will not be the last to make the machinery 
an object of reverence.—Sent by W. B. Hutchin- 
son, D.D., Allerton, Iowa. 


A Messenger.— And ye shall be my witnesses (v. 8). 
In China, an ignominious form of punishment is to 
fasten upon the criminal a heavy plank in which a 
hole has been cut to admit the head. Upon this 
plank a description of the crime is printed in large 
letters. The offender is turned into the street to 
wander in the presence of a jeering, hooting mob. 
Recently in one of the villages a man was seen 
walking slowly up and down the street bearing upon 
his neck this badge of shame. The curious crowds 
that pushed forward to learn his crime were silent 
through astonishment. Instead of reading upon the 
board the record of broken law, they saw sentences 
like this: ‘*God is love.” ‘Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” This man 
was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. Longing 
to share with his countrymen the good news of sal- 
vation, he chose to wear the criminal’s collar that the 
thronging crowds that should gaze upon it might 
thus read a message from the true God.— From F he 
Christian Endeavor World. Sent by Mary £, 
Watson, Hartford, Conn. (1) 


Say So.—And ye shall be my witnesses (v. 8). A 
little girl once. said to her mother who was a Chris- 
tian, ‘‘Mama, do you love Jesus?” ‘*Yes, my 
child ; but why do you ask?” ‘‘ Well, mama, you 
speak of brother, of papa, of auntie, but I never 
heard you speak of Jesus. I thought if you loved 
him very much, some time I’d hear you say so,”— 
From The Christian Endeavor World. Sent by 
Blanche Coonley Blessing, Altamont, N. Y. (2) 


‘* Hf I Tell the World.”"— Ye shall be my witnesses 
(v. 8). In one of our meetings a little tow-headed 
Norwegian boy stood up. He could hardly speak a 
word of English, but he got up and came to the 
front. He trembled and the tears trickled down his 
cheeks, and he said: ‘‘If I tell the world about 
Jesus, he will tellthe Father about me.” That was 
all he said, but I tell you in those few words he said 
more than all the rest of them, old and young, to- 
gether. They went straight down into the heart of 
every one present. ‘‘ If I tell the world’’—yes, that’s 
what it means to confess Christ.—From D. L. Moody, 
in Echoes from Pulpit and Platform. Sent by the 
Rev. D. A. McKenzie, Churchill, Ont., Can. (3) 


When He Comes.—Recetvzd up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner (vy. 11)/ A 
physician who was of a strong and sunny nature had 
a trail wife who needed alk the sunshine and vigor of 
his personality to sustain her. When he died, after 
a month of specially hard work, her friends said, ‘* It 
will kill her!” But the ties between husband and 
wife were too strong to be broken by the incident of 
death. ‘The memories of the past were as real as 
his presence had been. The religious life and the 
faith in God that they two had shared together did 
not fail her. By the doorway of the living-room she 
fastened the card that he had sometimes left, in short 
absences, on his office door: ‘*Gone out—back 
soon.” Let us never forget that, at our Lord’s re- 
turn, ‘‘ them that are fallen asleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him” (1 Thess. 4: 14). Those who came 
with consolation went away themselves consoled.— 
Condensed from The Youth's Companion. Sent by 
W. ]. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N.Y. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustration. (4) 


** Blest Be the Tie.”— With one accord (v. 14). 
Fawcett was a Baptist minister in Yorkshire, living 
on a salary of £25 a year in his tiny manse, when an 
invitation came to him to-succeed. Dr. Gill in London. 
He decided to go, preached his farewell sermon, and 
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cked his — But his le would not give 
imup. ‘‘ Men, women, and chhdren clung around 
him and his family in perfect ny of soul.” At 
length Fawcett and his wife gave way. Sitting 
down among the ng-cases, they wept with the 
le, and consented to remain. On resuming his 
ministry Fawcett wrote: 


** Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love ; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above.’”’ 


—From Dr. g W. Ewing, in The Sunday School 
Chronicle. nt by W. R. Clark, Jersey. Eng. 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


VERYBODY who has spent any time in pega 
salem knows where the Casa Nuova stands, in 
the westernmost part of the city. Come up on 

its roof for a minute, and look off eastward over the 
town. An encircled 1 on our map shows where we 
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stand. Those lines that start from 1, and reach out 
across the city to the slopes of a hill, include between 
them precisely the part of Jerusalem that we have be- 
fore us. 

What a queer jumble of tile-covered roofs! The 
little gray stone houses are crowded shoulder to shoul- 
der. Stone stairways lead from some of the narrow 
courtyards to flat roofs, giving the family a bit of ex- 
tra working space—a sort of second story ‘‘ yard.” 
Some houses have upper rooms on the roof (Acts 1 : 
13). But look now beyond this maze of little houses, 
beyond the big dome and square tower of the church, 
and see the long slope of a hill outside the town. That 
is Olivet. Three roads climb the hill, marking gray- 
ish lines of dusty earth in contrast with the green of 
gardens and olive orchards. It was by one of those 
roads that our Lord and the disciples went out to the 
‘*mount” from the city. And it was somewhere up 
on that ridge that they looked for the last time on His 
fiuman face (Acts 1 : 9). See the tall, slender tower 
up there, pointing up into the silent sky. That be- 
longs to a church built especially tocommemorate our 
Master’s ascension. 

You can see all this by nage a stereograph entitled 
‘* Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives, East from the 
Latin Hospice.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places rea/. Forty-four places will be visited durin 
1916 ; the forty-four stereographs cost $7.33, and if they are al 
ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case isgiven 
free. ‘Twelve places are to be visited and described with the 
lessons of this quarter ; the stereographs cost $2.00. The five for 
January alone 84 cents. (Less than five in one order cost 20 


cents each). Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Lantern slides of the: 


same scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents ; colored, $1.10. In orders for twenty- 
five or more at one time prices are: plain slides, 40 cents 
each ; sepia-tinted, i" cents ; colored, $1. Postage or express 
will be prepaid on orders for stereographs or stereoscopes. 
Address The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Oriental Lesson Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


Sis ~ indeed baptized with water (v. 5). In the 
East Christians, Jews, and Moslems all recog- 
nize the need of ablution before approaching 
God in prayer. In the ministry of the tabernacle 
and temple the officiating priest ‘‘ baptized” his hands 
and feet before entering the holy place. For the Is- 
raelite that was enough, but a Gentile, being a ‘‘ sin- 
ner by nature,” required immersion, a in the 
principal synagogues there is a cistern forthe formal 
reception of such proselytes. John the Baptist’s 
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offense lay in the declaration that Jews and Gen- 
tiles alike were sinners. ; 

The Jewish Passover service begins with the dip- 
ping of the finger-tips, and the repetition of the 
words, ‘‘ We thank thee, O Lord, maker of heaven 
and earth, that thou hast given commandment con- 
cerning the washing of hands.” As in the case of 
our early morning fasting observance of the Lord’s 
Supper, nobody asks about the text of authority. It 
isacustom. At a Jewish family meal, after Grace is 
said, if any one accidentally touches his hair, he 
must ‘‘ baptize” again. He is unclean. The priest 
of the Eastern Church visits the houses of his con- 
gregation with a pail of holy water and a sprinkler 
of hyssop or grasses, and sanctifies the floor and 
walls of the house. 

Ye shall be my witnesses (v. 8). Asthe testimony 
came from the disciple’s life the word ‘‘ witness” 
came to mean ‘' martyr.” eee of this life 
value, though in a formal way, still lingers in the 
East. Churches do not bear the name of a sect, cor- 
responding to our Episcopal, Congregational, etc. 
They are dedicated to a saint whose example is to 
be followed, and who can be insulted by indifference 
to religiom and lack of liberality. 

A sabbath day's journey off (v. 12). In modern 
Jerusalem wires stretched on poles are seen leading 
out a certain distance from the city. It is the rabbin- 
ical telegraph indicating the limit of a Sabbath-day’'s 
journey. But if a Jew wishes a longer walk on the 

abbath he can have it without offense by enoaing 
some one the day before to lay down a piece of brea 
at the limit-point. This establishes a new base of 
domicile, and from that spot where the crust lies he 
can make a new Sabbath-day’s journey! It is in 
consequence of this habit of treating the Bible like 
an income-tax paper, something to be evaded, that 
many Jews under Christian governments find that it 
is one thing to be tolerated and another to be trusted. 

The upper chamber (v.13). The room on the fiat 
roof was the place of family seclusion and quiet. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical Psalm 
book “ Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 68 : 18-22 
(136 : 

: I-10 
(49: 


** All hail the power of Jesus’ name.”’ 

** At the name of Jesus every knee 
shall bow."’ 

** Christ, above all glory seated.”’ 

**Go home and tell.”’ 

‘* Thou art:coming, O my Saviour."’ 

‘* When Jesus comes to reward his 
servants."’ 

** E love to think my Father knows.”’ 

‘* More about Jesus would I know."’ 

‘"*'O could I speak the matchless 
worth.”” 

‘* Thou art gone up on high."’ 


% 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, we thank thee 
that in thy going thou didst promise thy return, We thank 
thee that thou dost never disappoint. While our spirits yearn 
heavenward to thee, the ascended Lord, may we with one 
accord, as did the disciples, continue steadfastly in prayer, 
with others who love thee, for that day when men shall see 
thee once more upon the earth. May we be thy witnesses 
unto. whatever uttermost part of the earth thou dost privilege 
us to reach, and, in unquestioning trust, ‘look for thee in thine 
own good time. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A patient was sitting in the re- 
ception-room of a doctor’s office one morning when the 
doetor was called tothe telephone. The patient could 
hear only one end of the conversation, but this is what 
he heard: *‘ Yes, it has been a heavy week for me. It 
seemed hard to have him go. I was very fond indeed 
of him. He was just at the height of his power and 
influence, and the whole state seems to be in mourn- 
ing for him. In his beautiful home where he lay, 
with flowers all around him, great numbers of pie 
passed by him, and among them were the rich and 
the poor, and people of all sorts and conditions who 
loved him.” Then the good-byes were said over the 
"phone, and the doctor turned to his patients again. 


THE fefthrike LORD 


AM | READY? 


1-3). 
Psalm 24 
1-3). 
Psalm 47 : 1-9 

(99 : 1-5). 
: I-13 


(38 


Psalm 21 
: 1-4). 
Psalm 98 : 1-9 


(197 : 1-4). 














That is just a little glimpse of the veomne-Gog ot 
a dear friend, and the doctor was feeling his loss 
keenly. Can you picture what it must have been to 
the disciples to see their leader, their Lord, their 
very life, vanish from their sight? Yes, they were 
to have power, and they were to be witnesses, and 
they were to be baptized with the Holy Spirit, but 
Jesus, whom they loved, had gone! What thoughts 
must have passed —— their minds as ~~ were 
looking steadfastly into heaven as he went! In that 
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very instant came the reassuring word from 
the two men in white arel that the 
ascending Lord would also 
Lord. ° 


We do not know when he will come, but 
we know the fact. Our witnessing must go 
on in his power and by the Holy Spirit. - In 
the thick of the troublous times that have 
seized upon the world just now, it gives us 
courage to remember that the ascending 
Lord is also a returning Lord. May we be 
in readiness for that time, which we cannot 
name, ‘but which is surely to be. 


PHILADELPHIA, 











Department Helps 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mary Foster Bryner 


HE T'eacner's RESPONSIBILITY. —Every 
teacher should possess a general idea 
of the plan of lessons for the year, and 

decide upon a general aim or purpose, suited 
to the pupils in her class or department. 

The Uniform Lessons for 1916 present a 
great opportunity to cultivate missionary in- 
terests and a missionary spirit. “ The oppor 
tunities. for a child’s . expression mu-t be 
within the range of his possibilities. Sug- 
gestions of this kind to be used’as illustrative 
material: may be found in **God’s Family,’’ 
by Ralph H. Gaw (Topeka, Kansas, 50 cents). 

Before To-day’s Lesson.—Open your Bible 
between Old and New Testaments. Tell 
the children that the stories for the old 
year, 1915, were from the Old ‘Testament ; 
the stories for the new year, 1916, are from 
the New Testament, 

Lesson Setting.—Probably the Christmas 
story was presented at Christmas time. Re- 
cent pupils in the primary class may know 
nothing more about our Lord’s life. State 
briefly a few events, helping the children to 
realize that 


Jesus lived on this earth: 
tle went about doing good, 


Ile healed the sick, lame, blind, deaf, and 
dumb ; he fed the hungry, comforted the 
sad, and talked with poor people. He chose 
twelve men whom he taught and trained to 
work with him, He told them he was 
going away, and would leave them to begin 
a church which should spread all over the 
world. 


Jesus was crucified and buried ; 
He rose from the dead. 


This Week's. Lesson Story.-- Before Jesus 
left his disciples to go back to his Father in 
heaven, he said, Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to the whole creation, 
Then he said, You must not start yet; you 
must all stay together in Jerusalem and wait 
for my promise to come true, for I will send 
a Helper to give you power to do your work 
for me. Then you shall be my witnesses to 
tell others. 

They were on a hill near harm when 
Jesus said these things. eautiful clouds 
were in the sky. As they listened and 
watched, Jesus was taken up, and a cloud 
received him out of theirsight. As they 
stood looking up into heaven they saw two 
men in white, who said—verse 11. (Recall 


the returning |- 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


N order to make the year’s study in Acts 
most helpful, induce girls to read 
the book through at a single sitting, just 

as they would take up a book of fiction and 

read it. Then ask them todo this again and 
yet again. Insist upon their reading Acts in 
this manner not less than three or four 
times. They will find the book overflowing 
with undreamed-of interest, which can only 

be discovered by continuous reading. (1) 
Should we not treat God’s Word as fairly 

as we do a novel? Who would think of 

selecting a paragraph here and there in any 
other book, read that paragraph once a week, 
and then blame the book because it wasn’t 
interesting ? This reading of a book through 
may cost seme effort, but God will reward 
you with unsurpassed joy in your coming 

study. (2) 

One thing that you must have is a map. 
I suggest large sheets of plain white paper. 
Let the girls draw their own outline, addin 
the cities as you poe of them. You wil 
find no better way of fastening facts and 
places in the mind, 

What is your authority for the authorship 
of Acts? Tell of Luke’s life. The Acts is 
a record of the actions or doings of the early 
Christians, Very soon these Christians were 
grouped together, so the theme of Acts might 
be the establishment and growth of the Chris- 
tian Church. Let us divide the history of 
the church into the following periods : 


t. one period, chapters 1-7. 
2. Palestinian period, chapters 8-12. 

3. Asia Minor period, chapters 13-15 : 35. 

4. Greco-Macedonian period, chapters 15 : 
36 to 21: 17. 

5. Roman period, chapters 21 : 18 to 28. 
Comunit this outline to-day, and let it be re- 
viewed every Sunday. Our lesson to-day is 
introductory to the establishment of the 
church. 

Our Christmas lesson was of the Son of 
God coming from heaven to live on earth 
with men. Recall briefly Christ’s growth to 
manhood; his miraculous life of helping, 
healing, and teaching the people ; the hatred 
aroused resulting in his arrest and crucifixion ; 
the disappointment of his followers because 
of Christ’s seeming failure ;. their amazement 
when they learn he is not dead but alive. 

After Christ’s resurrection Luke says he 
mingled among men. Howlong? Observe 
that Christ was actually *‘seen.’’ It was 
not hearsay nor gossip. Some people to-day 
have great difficulty in believing in Christ’s 
resurrection, but the early Christians had no 
difficulty. They actually saw Christ with 
their own eyes. Who of us ever saw George 
Washington? We believe in him because 
of the testimony of those who did see him 
and the work he has left. 

Not only did the disciples see Jesus, but 
**he showed himself alive.’’ Was he the 
same Jesus as before? Yes, but with a 
glorified body now. He ate with the disci- 
ples (Luke 24: 43). There were the nail- 
prints in his hands (John 20: 27), but he 
‘went through closed doors (John 20 : 26); 
he was present with the disciples, then in a 
moment ‘vanished out of their sight” 
(Luke 24: 31) He was our human Lord, 
but he was not limited by the physical as 
before. After the resurrection the spiritual 
was in the astendency over the physical. 
Christ was not raised a spirit (Luke 24: 39) 





the. separation of . Elijah from Elisha, and 
how his spirit came upon Elisha.) The story 
of the boy’s answer to his father’s question, 
in ‘*A Salute for the Captain,’’ on page 772, 
may be told to the class here. 

The disciples wondered. as they went down 


the hill back to Jerusalem, to the upper room | 


where they often met for prayer. Other 
friends were there; some of them were 
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus was 
with them, 

As we think about Jesus this week, and 
his disciples waiting for his promise to come 
true, let us remember this verse : .‘* When he 
ascended on high, he gave gifts unto men.”’ 


CHICAGO. 


< 


‘“* The Primary Depariment,” by Ethel J. 
Archibald, discusses. many necessary phases 
of a primary teacher's problems and work ; 
tt also outlines programs for the vartous ex- 
ercises of the class for special occasions, such 
as Christmas and Easter, and contains five 
tliustrations. lt may be had for 50 cents, 
postpaid, from Tire ‘Sunday School Times Co. 


as some false cults teach, but he was: raised 
a spiritual body (1 Cor. 15:44). What is 
| the significance of this truth to Christians? 
} (a John 3: 2.) 

| Luke tells us that in an earlier writing he 
| has told us of things Jesus began to do when 
on earth, and now in Acts he is going to tell 
us of what Jesus continued doing. Not that 
Christ shall be visible bodily as he works, 
but henceforth by the Holy Spirit he will 
work in the lives and througli the lives of the 
Christians,. his followers. 

* Ye shall be my witnesses.’? Have you 
ever attended court? The verdict rendered 
is entirely dependent upon testimony, Why 
Christ should choose to speak through us 
rather than directly for himself we do not 
koow. Where is our testimony to be given 
first? (Locate the — on the map.) At 
home, the hardest place in the world, Edith 
finds it easy to ‘* witness ’’ at Sunday-school 
and Christian Endeavor, but at home Christ 


What is to be the extent of our witnessing ? 
One often heais people say, ‘I'l do all I 
can to help my own Sunday-school and to 
we Mop boys and girls in my state and in my 
nation to love Sunday-school, and that’s all 
God of me." * live as th 

** Ye shall be witnesses unto me,—unto the 
uttermost part of the earth ’’ were omitted 
from their Bible. Is it in your Bible ? (4) 

Have you ever wished that Jesus were in 
Palestine to-day? What a privilege it would 
be to see Christ, to visit his home and talk 
with him. Would we count any sacrifice too 
dear? How left out others would feel who 
could not have this privilege. God had a 
better way. For the girl who lives in Toronto 
is as near Christ as is she who lives.in Hong 
Kong or London, Instead of Christ living 
physically in our city or on our continent, 
Christ wants to dwell in each of our hearts. 
Every girl in existence can have all there is 
of Christ, all the while, wherever she is. 
God has placed no limitation upon our pos- 
session of Christ. (§) 

Will Christ ever be seen again? (v. 11.) 
In what manner will he pode When will 
it be? What if it were to-day? (1 Thess. 
4:16, 17; 2 Thess, 1 : 6-10.) (6) 

A man once had a dream something like 
this: Upon awaking one morning he found 
his wife and daughter missing. Their be- 
longings were in order about the room, but 
strangely the doors were locked. After 
searching in vain he went to a relative’s 
home. They were respectable church-mems 
bers, but very worldly. He found them in 
great dismay because the maid had left with- 
out a moment’s warning. They could have 
no breakfast, for the milkman had not come. 
While they were seeking an explanation, a 
neighbor brought the alarming report that 
his youngest children and their grandmother, 
an invalid of many years, had disappeared 
and were nowhere to be found. 

In the business section many stores re- 
mained unopened. Their managers were 
missing. Others had managers, but clerks 


and janitors were gone. Every saloon was 
open for business as usual. Neste were 
eagerly hurrying to and fro, There was 


little interest in the day’s tasks. Alniost 
every one was searching for missing loved 
ones, 

Ilere and there groups were reading the 
Bible. ‘* Had not Christ said that he would 
come as a thief in the night?’’ “They were 
saying, ** This is the day spoken of by Christ, 
but we would not believe it. Now we see 
our foolishness ’’ (Matt. 24: 35-44). Be ye 
also ready, for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh. (Condensed 
from tract, ‘*The Missing Ones,’”? Los 
Angeles Bible Institute Book Room, 2 cents 
each, or § cents per dozen.) (7) 


For Next Week’s Lesson 

What was the Day of Pentecost? How 
was it observed in Old Testament times? 
(Lev. 23 : 9-21.) 

How can the Holy Spirit be likened to 
wind? (John 3: 5-8.) 

What is the work of the Holy Spirit? 
(John 16 : 7-15.) 

How may we have the Holy Spirit? 

How will the Holy Spirit reveal himself 
in our lives? (Gal. 5 : 22, 23.) 

Los ANGELEs, CAL. 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


E ALL studied the lesson at home last 
week except Bumps. He forgot. 
So at the meeting of our class Fri- 
day night, while the rest of us were plaving 
parlor croquet poor old Bumps was off in the 
other room studying up what the angels said 
to the disciples. He got done in time to 
play some and to get in on the apples, but 
he says he’s not going to forget again. 
Sunday morning teacher asked us which 
kind of lessons we liked better, Old Testament 
or New Testament. We all said New Tes- 
tament. ‘Then he wanted to know why. 
‘*More interesting,’’ ‘‘not so hard,’’ 
‘*seems to have more to do with us to-day,”’ 
were some of our answers. 
**T like it better,’’ finally spoke up little 
Carl, ‘* because it tells more about Jesus.”’ 
I guess that was what teacher wanted, for 





alone can keep her sweet-tempered and true 
when Ann and Jack, whoare not Christians, 
vex and wrong her. ‘* The light which 
' shines farthest shines brightest at home.’’ (3) 








he smiled kind of leving-like and then went 
| on to tell about the book of Acts that we are 
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it is called the Acts of the stlés, but he 
thinks it-ought to be called the Acts of the 
— Spirit, for it tells how. the Holy Spirit 
the apostles to spread the gospel and 
establish the Church, 
. Fred and Bert were called on next for the 
answers to their home questions. ‘They told 
us Acts was written uke, a Greek doctor 
who had become a Christian; and who also 
wrote the Gospel called Luke, Theophilus 
was some friend of Luke’s that he addressed 
these books to. Nobody knows anything 
about him, and Mr. Mason says Luke’s mes- 
sage is just as much for us as for ‘Theophilus. 
y Question came next, and I read the an- 
swer I had written: ‘‘ Jesus was on earth 
forty days after his resurrection.”’ 

Then Fred was called on to tell how Jesus 
went back to heaven. He said Jesus and 
his disciples went out for a walk one day, and 
while they were talking all of a sudden Jesus 
began to go right up; like Elijah did, only 
slower, because there wasn’t any whirlwind 
this time. The disciples just stood there 
and watched him, too surprised to say a 
word, : 

Teacher called for the other home study 
questions, and Bulldog said the place where 
Jesus went up was somewhere near that 
town of Bethany where Mary and Martha 
lived. 

Mr, Mason showed us the picture of an 
old church that stands where they think 
Jesus ascended. I’d sure like to go there 
and see it. I’d stand and look into the sky 
and try to think how they must have felt. 
No wonder they couldn’t believe their eyes 
and just stood and stared, : 

Bumps’ answer to his question told what 
the angels said, that some day Jesus would 
come back again just like he had gone, 
‘Then they knew he had gone home to 
heaven and that he really was the Son of 
God, so they were sorry and glad, both. 

**What did they do then?’’ asked Mr. 
Mason. 

** Went back to the upper room in Jerusa- 
lem to wait for the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, as Jesus told them to,’’. answered 
little Carl. He had the question about the 
upper room, and he believes it was the same 
one where they ate the last supper with 
Jesus, in that good man’s house; you know. 
‘Teacher thinks so, too. He believes the 
good man let them have that room for their 
meeting-place as long as they wanted it. 

‘*Is Jesus really alive up there now?’’ 
asked Fatty. 

** Just as alive as you are,’’ answered Mr. 
Mason. ‘‘He hears us when we pray, 
knows all that we do, and loves us every 
one.’”’ 

There was one more home question, that 
about the promise of the Father. Fatty had 
that and said it was a promise that the Holy 
Spirit should be given to every Christian. 

Teacher pointed out in verse 8 that this 
was to give us power to be Christ’s wit- 
nesses. (I) 

**You remember Mr. Burnie, the man 
from Indianapolis who spoke at the Sunday- 
school convention last month,’’ he went on. 
** Well, Mr. Burnie is the personal represent- 
ative of the Indiana Sunday School Associa- 
tion. Whatever the Association does here 
it does through him, and we judge the As- 
sociation by the impression he makes. ‘That’s 
something of what it means where it says we 
are Jesus’ witnesses. We are his personal 
representatives. Whatever he accomplishes 
here he does through us and the other Chris- 
tians, and people form their opinion of Christ 
by how we talk, feel, and act. 

Then he put this on the board : 


WE CHRIST 


Ife said a good resolution for 1916 would 
be to so live as to give a true impression of 
Christ, and suggested for our class motto this 
year: **Ye shall be my witnesses.’? He 
wrote that me@tto on the board under the 
other sentence. Then he prayed that we 
might all be so filled with the Holy Spirit 
that we should be true witnesses. 

I wrote that resolution in the front of my 
Bible when I got home, and I’m going to ask 
God every day to help me be a witness. (2) 

Next Sunday, teacher said, we shall learn 
how the promise of the Father came true, 
and he gave us each one of these questions : 





Reenoe t 
MISREPRESENT 














' to study this year. 
He showed us in our class Bibles where 


How many were in the upper room ? (Acts 


IE: §5.) 




















LESSON FOR JAN, 2 (Acts 1 : 1-14) 
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if languid, 
delieste. A gpllee on Pang jake 


Scott’s Emulsion after meals 
for one month. No Alcohol. 
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How long did |they have to wait? (Acts 
1:3and 2:1.) 
What were they doing al] this time? (Acts 
1 : 14-26.) 
What was the Day of Pentecost? (See the 
quarterly. ) 
How was it kept? (See quarterly.) 
Why were all these foreign Jews at Jeru- 
salem? (See quarterly.) 
Make a map showing chief countries men- 
tioned. 
An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
Beginning. 
Why we like New Testament lessons. 
The Acts—Who wrote it? Who was The- 


ophilus? 
Its message for us. 


Teaching. 


Lesson story told. 

How long was Jesus on earth after the 
resurrection ? 

From what place did he ascend? (Show 
picture. j 

What promise did'the angels give? 

Where did the disciples go? 

What was the promise of the Father? 

Application. 

We are his witnesses, representatives, 
(Illustrate by a representative of some 
society lately — in your church 
or by a traveling salesman. And bya 
blackboard design. ) 

A class motto for 1916. 

Closing one-minute prayer. 

TERRE Haute, IND. 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 








381. What nation was harmed by an east, 
and helped by a west, wind ? 

382. Whose houses were lighted in the midst 
of a great darkness ? 

383. Who set an ido] in God’s house? 

384. What unbelievers were converted by 
the smallest and most disagreeable 
family cf insects ? 

385. What good and what bad king both 
began their reigns when they were 
eight years old? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


376. When the plague of hail and fire came 
upon the Egyptians (Exod. 9 : 23-28), 

377- Cyrus, king of the Persians (Ezra 1 : 2). 

378. The Egyptians, when the waters of the 
Nile were tyrned into blood (Exod. 7: 
20, 24, 25). 

379. Amon, king of Judah (2 Chron. 33: 
24, 25); Sennacherib, the king of As- 
syria (2 Chron. 32 : 21). 


" 80. Saul (2 Sam. 28 : 7, 8), Manasseh (2 


Chron, 33 : 6). 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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** Just a Minute,” by Dr. Charles Frederic 
Goss, is a little book of daily readings. It 
affords suggestive material for prayer-meet- 
tng talks. Copies may be had for 50 cents, 
postpaid, from The Sunday School Times Co. 


The Young ) People’s | 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, January 2, 1916 


What is Consecration? (Mark 12: 
28-34. Consecration meeting). 


As we come to.know ourselves better we 
can lose the shame of the discovery in a new 
consecration required by our new need, 

Around one of Watts’ paintings represent- 
“i bier are three inscriptions, One reads, 
** What I gave I have.’’ 

What we give in consecration we shall 
keep in purity and.ijn perpetuity. 

‘*For their sakes I consecrate myself,’ 
said Jesus. For whose sakes shoyld we? 


New York City. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mom. -—Cenwernien childhood (1 Sam. 1 : 


24-28), 
‘TvEs.—Consecrated youth (1 Sam. 16 : 


I-13). 
Wep,—Consscrated manhood (Isa. 6 : 1-8). 
‘THvu RS.—Consecrated service (Acts 13 : I- 


5)- 
Frt.—A way set apart (Heb. 10 : 19-21). 
SaT.—Consecrated time (Eph. 5 : 8-20). 














What is consecration ? 
Why should we serve the Lord wholly? 
What is your decision for 1916 ? 


ONSECRATION is giving God all, and 
not withdrawing any of it again, The 
familiar words of a simple gospel 

hymn cover its meaning, ‘‘ All to Jesus I 
surrender, I surrender all.’’ Ina real sense 
this is religion, the return of life upon God, 
the recognition of God upon the throne at 
the center and ruling place of life, It is the 
fact that Mohammedanism has so deeply 
conceived religion in these terms which 
makes it such a power and gives it whatever 
lasting influence it possesses. The Moham- 
medan calls his religion ‘‘ Islam,’’ meaning 
submission or surrender, ‘That is what all 
real religion must be. And consecration is 
simply real religion. 
~ 


But the character and significance of the 
surrender depend not-only upon the one who 
surrenders, but also upon the one to whom 
the surrender is made. A man may con- 
secrate himself to an. evil or unworthy or 
inadequate god, ‘There is no such God 
The only God there is is the true and good 
and holy and perfect God ; but to the extent 
that men do not apprehend Him, or err in 
their thought of Him, their very consecra- 
tion, no matter how sincere, may turn to 
wrong-doing. ‘*The hour cometh,’? Jesus 
told his disciples, ‘‘ that whosoever killeth 
you shall think that he offered service unto 
God.”” The men who slew the martyrs did 
it in a spirit of consecration, In the dark 
days the Inquisition, numbering in its body, 
we must believé, many earnest and devoted 
men, did in Christ’s name innumerable un- 
Christlike things. Why?* Were they not 
consecrated men? Indeed they were. In 
all the world there were none more so except 
some of those whom they slew. Our Lord 
tells us how it was possible for them to do 
it. ‘* These things will they do, because 
they have not known the Father, nor me,”’ 
Consecration is not enough. It must be 
consecration to God revealed as Father 
through Christ. To the extent that any- 
thing blinds us to this revelation we are in 
peril of consecrating ourselves to misguid- 
ance. 

% 


It is in this light that we are able to under- 
stand the depth of Paul’s longing—*‘ That I 
may gain Christ, and be found in him,—that I 
may know him,’’ ‘The knowledge of Christ 
is essential to safeguard morally our best 


urposes. 
r “ 


It is not easy to surrender all, even when 
we sincerely desiretodoso. Weare strange 
mixtures of good and evil, and we little un- 
derstand ourselves. Weaknesses known of 
others are unknown to us, ard we often lack 
virtues which we think we possess. Even 
a good purpose in us is mingled with pride 
and self-consciousness. Whatcan we do? 
What but just say to Christ, ‘‘ Lord, Thou 
knowest me as I do not know myself, and 
better than any friend on earth can know 
me, Evenif I can’t make a perfect gift, 
Thou canst receive one. What goes from 
me unworthy cannot remain unworthy in 
Thy hands. Take me as I am and make 
me what Thou wouldst have me: be.’’ Soa 
good saint wrote in her hymn not ‘‘I con- 
secrate myself,’’ our Lord alone could say 
that ; but ‘‘ Do Thou consecrate me now to 
Thy service Lord, by the power of Grace 
divine.”’ 





| Children at Home 





Mr. Hawk’s Breakfast 
By Genevieve Knapp McConnell 


O™ morning just about breakfast time | 


Bobby Robin was bragging to his 

sisters about how strong his wings 
were, and how far he could fly—if he got a 
chance to get out of the nest. 

** Nonsense,’’ said mother Robin, ‘* Baby 
birds must stay in the nest. Your wings 
will not be strong enough for flying for an- 
other week. Now be good children; stay 
right where you are till your father and I 
come back. We are going to get you some 
nice fat worms for your breakfast.’’ 

And off flew father and mother Robin to 
the flower bed! 

** Now I am going to fly,’’ said Bobby; 
balancing on the edge of the nest. 

**No, you mustn’t,’’ said his little sisters 
** Don’t you remember what mother said? 
She said vour wings wouldn’t be strong 
enough for another week.’’ 

**Oh, pooh,’ said Bobby. ‘1 don’t care, 
I guess Iknow what I can do. Girls are 
always fraid-cats.’’ And out he went, over 
the edge of the nest, flip, flop, flutter, 
straight down to the ground, for his wings 
did not feel nearly as strong as he thought 
they would. 

Poor little Bobby Robin. He had dis- 
obeyed his mother, and trouble began right 
away, as it always does. Bobby didn’t 
know that old Mr. ‘Hawk was sailing about 
in the air, trying to make up his mind what 
he would have for breakfast. The minute 
he saw Bobby flopping along the ground he 
made up his mind right. away that the very 
nicest thing he could have for breakfast 
would be babyrobin, So he swooped down, 
and then—oh, ¢en poor Bobby thought his 
last hour had come, for the strong cruel 
claws went right around his little fat tummy, 
and up he went into the air screaming at 
the top of his shrill little voice : 

** Mother, father, help, help, help!’’ 

All Mr. Hawk thought of was that he 
must hurry and bring home the meat for 
breakfast or Mrs. Hawk would be angry 
But Bobby felt very differently about it, be- 
cause, you see, he was the meat. So he 
went on screaming as loud as could : 

‘* Father, mother, help, help !”’ 

And Mr, and Mrs, Robin heard him from 
far over in the flower-bed where they were 
busy digging up worms, and came flying as 
fast as they could, calling out as they flew to 
all the other robins : 

‘* Help, help! A hawk is carrying off our 
baby boy. Help, help, help !’’ 

And all the other robins that heard them 
came flying as fast as ¢hey could fly. And 
father Robin got on Mr, Hawk’s back and 

ecked him and clawed him, and mother 
obin flew all around him pecking at him, 
and all the other robins came on as fast as 
could, screaming : 
** Kidnapper, kidnapper ! 
baby.”’ 

Mr. Hawk jerked and twisted and shook 
himself, and flapped his wings and flew up 
and flew down, but he could not shake father 
Robin off. So at last he decided that per- 
haps baby robin would not be the best thing 
to have for breakfast, and he let go of 
Bobby. 

Once more Bobby went flip, flop, flutter 
right to the ground, But this time his father 
and mother were with him, and they spread 
their wings over him and helped him to hide 
under a bush where he would be safe from 
Mr. Hawk’s sharp eyes. 

**Oh, mother,’ said Bobby, ‘*my wings 
were not as streng as I thought they were. 
And I guess you know best, mother. Next 
time I’!] do just what you say.’’ 
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Revolutionary 


Miss M. M. Haig, who has been contin- 
uously engaged in teacher-training in 
Philadelphia and elsewhere for the last 
nineteen years, and is herself the author 
of several courses in teacher-training, says 
in a letter to the Publisher of The Sun- 
day School Times : 


“It gives me great pleas- 
ure to repeat what I have 
frequently said, ‘The Sun- 
day School Times USED 
by every Sabbath school 
would mean a strength- 
ening of individuality in 
our teachers that would 
revolutionize the work.’’’ 


Is The Sunday School Times USED 
by all the teachers in your school? We 
are constantly seeking out schools where 
the Times is not now taken, in order that 
we may interest teachers in the paper. 


If you know of new workers in the 
Sunday-school ranks 
subscribe for The Sunday School Times, 
and will kindly send us a list of their 
names, we shall gladly send them a speci- 
men copy of the paper containing the 
lesson for next Sunday, and also a copy 
of our 1916 prospectus. 


who do rot now 


This simple act of co-operation on 
your part may be the means of greatly 
quickening the latent teaching ability in 
some of these new workers. 


We confidently look to YOU for 
such introductions to your friends. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street Philadelphia 


A Teacher-Training 
Expert Thinks The 
Sunday School Times 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





READER, G. M. E., Nashville, Tenn., 
writes of a very interesting bit of work 
known as the ‘* Department of Fire- 

side Schools,’’ in connection with the Wo- 
man’s American Baptist Home Mission So- 
ciety. 
column of The Sunday Schooi Times, the 
writer tells of some of the difficulties en- 
countered in the efforts to maintain um 
broken the family worship of the home. 


I mention them here and they will be rec- | 


ognized at once as being fairly general and 
of a sort met with everywhere. ‘‘ ‘lhe most 
serious obstacle,’’ our correspondent says, 
‘*in the way of daily family worship may he 
indifference on the part of those who should 
establish the custom.’’ Again, ‘*A great 
difficulty seems to be that the different mem- 
bers of the family can hardly find time in all 
the day when the family can meet together 
as such.’’ The third difficulty is named the 
greatest, and reads as follows: ‘* Our great- 
est difficulty in having daily family prayer is 
that we are not at home until very late some 
days of the week, because of our missionary 
work which keeps us in the city attending 
meetings.” 

1. I think a fuller and richer spiritual life 
alone solves the question of indifference. 

2. A rearrangement of domestic plans 
might go a long way toward having all the 
family together. If that is not oe 
then let those members of the family gather 
who are able. 

3- Could a morning hour not be substi- 
tuted for the evening one? If worship is 
observed already in the morning, perhaps a 
less formal time of prayer in the evening 
would meet the case. We must guard 
against being brought into bondage even 
with our seasons of devotion. 





December 27 to January 2 


Mon.— Acts 1: 1-14. The Ascending Lord. 

According to Luke 24: 51, 52, when our 
Lord left the world he left it with hands up- 
lifted in blessing. This attitude he still 
maintains, and in this ascended glory he 
blesses the trusting sons of men as prophet, 
priest, and king. Faith pierces the veil that 
hangs between and sees Jesus standing for 
us at the right hand of the Father, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that Chris- 
tian people everywhere may learn more and 
more of the victorious power of Christ which 
can come into their lives, and that they may 
be led to realize that their true place is with 
Christ in the heavenly places. 


Tues.—John 20: 11-18. The Ascension Foretold. 
Our Lord’s tender words to Mary not only 
foretell his own ascension, but indicate a 
very close possible relationship between him- 
self and believers. His ‘* touch me not”’ to 
Mary suggests the ending of an earthly re- 
lationship, and his ‘*I am not yet ascended ”’ 
is prophetic of the opening of a new one 
which responds to the touch of reverent love. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that in these 
closing days of another year a profound 
sense of the brevity and fast fleeting nature 
of time may spur all Christians on to a 
more earnest endeavor to bring Christ's 
claims before men. Pray also that eternal 
realities may break upon the vision of men, 
supplanting in them the things of time. 


Wed. —2 King’s 2: 9-14. The Ascension of Elijah. 

‘the chariot of fire parted the two men, 
the whirlwind swept Elijah into heaven, a 
fit emblem of his tempestuous ministry ‘and 
a seal to it. Let us be found walking as 
Elijah walked, with alert and watchful spirit, 
for our translation may come ‘as suddenly 
as his. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the Pres- 
ident of the United States and his cabinet, 
the House and Senate, the Supreme and 
federal judges, state governments and gov- 
ernors, state legislators and all judges and 
courts of law; that all may be true and 
faithful, and that such legislation shall be 
decided upon that righteousness shall flour- 
tsh while wickedness hides its head. 


Thurs.—Psalm 24: 1-10. Ascending into Zion. 
This psalm indicates the kind of men who 
can dwell with God. There must be the 
cleansed heart and: the clean hand; the up- 
right walk and the rightecus conversation. 
This qualification comes, not of self but by 


After speaking appreciatively of this | 
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our Lord Jesus Christ, who alone can fit us 
for ascending on high. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that there 
may be kept alive in a@ our churches avitat 
interest in the mission field. That mission- 
aries of all denominations may lose sight of 
the non-essentials in their work, and co-op- 
erate on the one grand platform of present- 
ing Christ to the unevangelised masses. 





Fri.—Eph. 4: 7-16. 
from the Ascended Lord. . 


That is a magnificent list of gifts in verses 
_I1, 12. Do we sufficiently realize the boon 
| and blessing such gifts are to the church? 
Every seer of prophetic vision, every evan- 
| gelist of flaming passion, every minister of 
the pastoral heart, and every teacher of 
| spiritual insight isa bestowal of the ascended 
| Christ. 
| PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Zhe ast day of 
another year, Let us spend time reviewing 
the year in the presence of God, confessing 
its failures, follies, weaknesses, and sins. 
Praising God for all its victories, triumphs, 
y ving advance, and work accomplished. 
ause ere you pass into 1916, and in the 
presence of the Lord get the assurance that 
you ‘are clean every whit,” 
| Sat.—Rev. 22: 8-16. The Glorified Christ. 
Choice words with which to begin the 
New Year. Christ glorified is the Alpha and 
the Omega,—the beginning and the ending. 
He is the A and the Z and all that goes be- 
tween. He it is who speaks the last beati- 
tude of the Bible, ‘‘ Blessed are they that 
wash their robes.’’ Only ¢ey have access 
to the source of life. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for all Jew- 
ish services being held to-day in the various 
synagogues throughout the land. Pray that 
the vetl which is over the eyes of Israel may 
soon be removed, and that Christ may be ac- 
cepted as the true Saviour of his people. 
Pray for the work among the Jews carried 
on by the American and Canadian Jewish 
Missionary Societies, and also the Asiatic 
and British Societies. 

Sun.—Rev. 14: 1-7. The Lamb on Mt. Zion. 

No spiritual interpretation. of. this passage 
can by any means exhaust its meaning. Zion 
was chosen by Jehovah as the place of his 
abode, and when Christ comes to the earth 
again it will be his royal residence. Blessed 
prospect, she Lamb upon his throne. Follow 
the Lamb and you shall reign with the King. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray that this 
first Lord’s Day of 1916 may be an earnest, 
in blessing, of all the days of this new year, 
Seek to-day a new anointing of the Holy 
Spirit. The grace of the now-forever-gone 
old year will not avail for the needs of the 
new. God's resources are open tous, Pray 
Sor onwardness of soul. 


NEw York CITY. 








The Very Time 
When Powerful Food Is Most Needed 


The need of delicate yet nutritious 
food is never felt so keenly as when a 
convalescent gets a setback on account 
of weak stomach. Then is when Grape- 
Nuts shows its power, for it is a most 
scientific and easily digested food. 

‘‘About a year ago,” writes a. Kansas 
woman, ‘‘my little six-year-old niece 
left the invigorating and buoyant air of 
Kansas, where ail her life she had en- 
joyed fairly good health, to live in Ohio. 
She naturally had a change of diet, and 
of course a change of water, and some- 
how she contracted typhoid fever. 

“After a long siege her case seemed 
hopeless, doctors gave her up, and she 
was nothing but skin and bones, couldn’t 
eat anything, and for weeks did not 
know even her father or mother. Her 
parents, in trying to get something deli- 
cate and nourishing that. she could eat, 
finally hit upon Grape-Nuts food, and it 
turned out to be just the thing. 

‘*She seemed to relish it, was soon 
conscious of her surroundings, and be- 
gan to gain strength so rapidly that in 
a short time she was as well, playful 
and robust as if she had never been ill. 

** We all feel that Grape-Nuts was the 
predominating factor in saving the sweet 
little girl's life.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 















































LESSON FOR JAN. 2 (Acts 1 : 1-14) 


LTHOUGH the Lessons for 1916 are 
mainly taken from Acts, some are 
drawn from no less than eight other 

books, thereby iding an opportunity fora 
thorough knowledge of one-third of the New 
Testament. Amid the wealth of material 
available it is only possible to mention a com- 
paratively few works, and yet it is hoped that 
these will prove useful for the purpose of 
study. 

1. Acts. (1) Commentaries.—For the 

rpose of thorough exegesis, Bartlet’s little 
book in the *‘ New Century Bible’’ will be 
helpful, although here and there it is some- 
what too free and critical (New York : Ox- 
ford University Press, 3 cents). Side by 
side with this may be taken ‘‘ Bible Studies 
on the Book of Acts,’? by Oldham (New York : 
National Board Y.W.C.A., paper, 40 cents). 

(2) Jntroductions.— Several works dea 
with the period covered by Acts, and are im- 
portant for general study. Of these the most 
useful are; Stifler, ‘‘ An Introduction to the 
Book of Acts’? (New York: Fleming H. 
Revell Co., 75 cents net); Bartlet, ‘‘ The 
Apostolic Age’? (New York: Scribners, $2 
net); Speer, ‘‘Studies in the Acts’? (New 
York, Association Press, 40 cents); and 
Howson’s **'The Evidential Value of the 
Acts of the Apostles.”’ These are the Boh- 
Jen Lectures delivered in Philadelphia in 
3880, and the book is probably only obtain- 
able second-hand. 

Two books widely differing yet each valu- 
able in its way for the elucidation of Acts 
are: ‘** Pictures of the Apostolic Church,’’ 
by Sir William M. Ramsay (Philadelphia : 
Sunday School Times Co., $1.50 net), and 
“*«The Acts,’? by A. B. Simpson, in ‘* Christ 
in the Bible’’ series (New York: Christian 
Alliance, $1). 

(3) Biographies.—It is important to study 
as carefully as possible the lives and charac- 
ters of the men recorded in Acts, and here 
there .is abundant. material. The familiar 
**Life and Epistles of St. Paul,’’? by Cony- 
beare & Howson (New: York : Crowell, Re- 
vell, and others $1 to, $6) is still perhaps the 
very best of its kind, and there are three 
other books by Howson which can only be 
obtained second-hand, though they are truly 
valuable: ‘*The Character of St. Paul,’’ 
‘“*The Companions of St. Paul,” and ‘* The 
Metaphors of St. Paul.’”? ** The Man Paul,’’ 
by Speer (Revell, 60 cents net) contains a 
great deal of useful material. ‘* The Apostle 
Peter,’’ by Griffith Thomas (Revell, $1.25 
net) will provide outlines for the study of the 
earlier chapters of Acts. McLaren has two 
volumes on Acts in his great work ‘* Exposi- 
tions of Holy Scripture’? (New York : Geo. 
H. Doran Co., 25 volumes, $25 net). 

A fuller bibliography on all subjects con- 
nected with Acts will be found in ‘* The 
Acts,’’ by Griffith Thomas, a series of outline 
studies of which an American edition has just 
been published (The Bible Institute Colpor- 
tage Association, Chicago, 50 cents). Another 
work recently published is ** Jerusalem to 
Rome,’’ by Sitterly (New York: Abingdon 
Press, $1.50 net). It consists of a new trans- 
lation of Acts with commentary, maps and 
pictures, and will prove a useful aid to study. 

2. Romans.—Among the many commen- 
taries on this important Epistle, the following 
may be singled out for ordinary use as dis- 
tinct from a thorough knowledge of the 
Greek Text. The student should begin 
with ‘*The Book of Romans,” by Dr. 
G. Campbell Morgan in the ** Analyzed New 
Testament”? series (Revell, $1 net). Then 
will come the useful commentary by Stifler, 
“The Epistle to the Romans” (Revell, 
$1.25). Last, but hy no means least, is the 
volume by Bishop Moule of Durham in the 
‘* Expositor’s Bible’’ (New York: Doran, 
50 cents net), which is a wonderful combina- 
tion of scholarship and spirituality. 

Those who wish to go still farther and 
study the Greek text may be recommended 
to Godet’s Commentary (New York: Funk 
& Wagnalls, $3), and Sanday and Headiam’s 
work (New York: Scribner’s, $3 net). 

A Devotional Commentary in three vol- 
lunies, by Griffith Thomas, covers the Epistle 
in sections, and indicates with admirable 
simplicity and insight the meaning and the 
spiritual message (Revell, 3 vols., $1 each). 
** Simple Studies in Romans,”’ by William L, 
Pettingill, also deserves special mention, 
Thi» little book is: not sold, but is sent free 


What Books for 1916 Lessons ? 
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upon request, by Fred Kelker, Box 216, 
Harrisburg, Pa., as funds are provided for 
its distribution. 

3. First Corinthians-—For ordinary use 
the best commentary is the volume in the 
**Cambridge Bible’? (New York: G, P. 
Putnam’s Sons, 40 cents net), while larger 


works involving acquaintance with the Greek | 


are the commentaries by Robertson and 


‘Plummer (Scribners, $3 net), Godet (Scrib- 


ners, 2 vols., each $2.25 net), and Edwards 
(New York: George H. Doran, $3.50 net). 
The commentary in the ‘ Speaker’s Com- 


mentary,’’ by Evans (Scribners, 10 vols., $3 | 


net), is fresh and suggestive for those who 
can consult it, and, on .he more purely de- 
votional side, is the volume on 1 and 2 Cor- 
inthians by Dr. A. B. Simpson in the Christ 
and the Bible series (New York : Christian 
Alliance, $1). 

4. Second Corinthians.—Denney has a 
fine volume in the ‘* Expositor’s Bible ’’ 
(Doran, 50 cents net), while for thorough 
study the recent work by Plummer is indis- 
pensable (Scribners, $3 net). ‘There is not 
much available on this epistle except of a 
somewhat technical character, though Dr. 
Simpson’s volume covers this epistle also, 

5. Galatians.—There is nothing to com- 
pare with Lightfoot (New York: Macmillan, 
$3.25 net) in regard to the accurate, schol- 
arly exegesis of the Greek Text. There are 
practicaily no small commeniaries on Gala- 
tians except that in the Cambridge Bible, by 
Perowne (New York: Putnams, 40 cents). 
Dr. Scofield’s booklet ‘‘ Galatians ’’ will be 
found exceedingly helpful in getting at the 
meaning of the book (Chicago: Bible Insti- 
tute Colportage Association, 15 cents). 

6. Philippians.—No student can afford to 
overlook the fine, fresh commentary by Dr. 
J. H. Jowett, entitled “* The High Calling ”’ 
(Revell, $1.25 nét), and the little voluine by 
Dr. F. B. Meyer in the Devotional Com- 
mentary (Philadelphia: American Sunday- 
School Union, $1 net). Bishop Moule’s 
little volume in the Cambridge Bible (Put- 
nam’s, 40 cénts) is rich in its spiritual in- 
sight, as all his works are. Here, again, 
Lightfoot is the indispensable work for schol- 


}ars (Macmillan, $3.25 net). 


7. Thessalonians.—For ordinary students 
and yet those who want to know as thor- 


oughly as possible what the words and | 


phrases contain, there is nothing to compare 
with a new book, ‘*The Epistle to the 
Thessalonians,’? by Hoge & Vine (Lon- 
don: Holness), In many respects this will 
prove all that is required, though Denney’s 
volume in the ‘* Expositor’s Bible ’’ is full of 
his characteristic suggestiveness (Doran, 50 
cents n@). 

8. Hebrews.—For a thorough commen- 
tary reference can be made to the volume in 
T. & T. Clark’s ‘* Handbooks for Bible 
Classes,’’? by A. B. Davidson (Scribners, 75 
cents net), On devotional lines and always 
meditative and helpful, are ‘* The Holiest of 
All,” by Dr. Andrew Murray (Revell, $2 
net), and ‘* Lectures on the Hebrews,”’ two 
volumes by Dr. Saphir (Christian Alliance, 
the set, $2 net). 

9. Revelation.—The difficulty here will 
naturally be felt in regard to interpretation, 
because writers are so varied in their opin- 
ions about the structure and contents of the 
book. One school which deals’ with the 
Revelation as a book of principles, is well 
represented by Milligan, ‘‘The Revelation 
is of St. John’? (Macmillan). Milligan 
also the author of the volume in the ‘*‘ Ex- 
positor’s Bible’’ (Doran, 50 cents net). 
Much the same standpoint will be seen in 
the volume in ‘‘Cassell’s Commentary,’’ by 
Bishop Boyd Carpenter, and the volume in 
the ‘*Cambridge Bible,’”’ by Simcox (Put- 
nams, 50 cents). 

Those who take what is known as the pro- 
gressive, continuous, historical view, are best 
represented by Cachemaille, ‘‘ Twenty-six 
Papers on Prophecy’’ (London: Nisbet, 
which covers most of the Revelation in out- 
line form. 

The school known as Futurist may be 
represented by the three volumes by Seiss, 
** Lectures on the Apocalypse ’’ (New York : 
C. C. Cook, $2.50); Gaebelein, ‘: The 
Revelation’? (New York; Our Hope, 50 
cents), and the little work by Pettingill, 
** Simple Studies in the Revelation,’’ which, 

( Continued on next page) 





Are We Individuals, or Becoming Mere Social Units? 
Dr. Robert E. Speer ti W2.shiJare, The Person and the Order 


in the January number of The Bibl Review. ‘The subject demands consideration in view of cur- 
rent as to the regeneration of society—the tendency to deal with humanity en masse. Pas- 
tors and Christian leaders should weigh carefully Dr. Speer’s timely observations. 


Is Your Church an Organism, or Only an Organization ? 


article to that of Dr. Speer is furni 


in his unique answer to this 
Rev. Albert Clarke WyCKOff quesica, under the beading, LE Biology of the Church 
Both pa appear in the same issue. Pastors of spiritually moribund churches will in many instances 
get new t on their problems by the searching discussions of these able contributors. 
entire January table of contents is rich, including such themes and writers as: ‘‘ 
Factors in the Structure of the Bible,”” by Dr. Louis Mai s Sweet; “ The Record ork of Con- 
servative Old Testament Criticism,” by Dr. e H, Schodde ; “A Study and an tion of Our 
pram ”* by Rev. Richard Roberts. It is a number for one’s t 
The Biblical Review, Jeasten poccaedting The Bible Magazine), is Jplished the Bible Teachers 
Training School, of New York. Price, $1.00 a year. Send subscriptions promptly. The publishers 
cannot promise to supply back numbers. Single ies, 30 cents, postpaid. “Address. 


THE BIBLICAL REVIEW, 543. Lexington Avenue, NEW YORK 


Why not a subscription as a Christmas C9 notion pea some fri 
enjoys reading of this character 

















THE CHILD’S HOUR 


Altogether the best primary Sunday School paper 
published. 

Well edited, the tone of the Le is bright, in- 
teresting, and a true reflection of child life. Its 
original stories, selected articles, and clever illus- 
trations give Zhe Child's Hour a distinctive place 
in the Sunday School world. 

A new feature has been added this year called 
“Something to do,” which will interest all the 
children. 

TERMS: Single Subscriptions, 30 cents a year; 
Ten copies to one address, each 25 cents a year. 








W. A.WILDE COMPANY, Boston & Chicago 








Sparkling, snappy, invigorating, energizing, appealing, effective 
and useful, this latest and greatest of Rodeheaver productions has 
set a new high-water mark in gospel songbook making. Hundreds 
of churches, Sunday schools and other religious societies are already 
using it and are expressing unbounded approval and delight. The 
first.to introduce it into your church community will have exercised 
“winning strategy."’ 


Songs for Service 


as 288 . is printed from new plates on better-than-usual baper and is 
nely bound Orehestrated ‘or l5instruments. Printed in both round and shaped 
notes. It is the book used in the “Billy’’ Sunday cam 
EXAMINE A COPY FREE—Simply state that you will either return it in 
good condition within 15 days or will remit the retail price. State binding desired. 
PRICES—Cloth 35c, limp 25c, manila 20¢ per copy, postpaid. 
Cloth $25, limp $18, manila $15 per 100, not prepaid. 


THE RODEHEAVER CO 
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Gye Sunday School Fines 


Philadelphia, December 18, 1915 


WANT Sunday School Teach- 
ED! face ewe. a 
: en an omen are Of- 
Active Men and fered Liberal Terms. 
omen Everywhere J First in the field will get 
To Secure Orders results! Write To-day. 


“Aunt Fanny’s ” Own Story 


FANNY CROSBY’S 





Advertising Rates 





STORY OF eet y- 80 cents per Jine, $11.20 per inch, each 
By 8 vedanta insertion (fourteen lines to the inch), For 
Before hyieos ‘oa Ved tne detailed information address ‘The Religious 


dictated her own life-story, draw- 

ing on an extraordina- 

ry memory for her rec- 

ollections of over nine- 

ty years. A book filled with memories, im- 
and reminiscences never before 


Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Buiid- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 











advance, for either old or new subscribers, 











E 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


f “7 in the United States and Canada. ‘These 


rates include postage : . 

$1 00 Five or more copies, either to 
e separate addresses or in a pack- 

age’ to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 


$1.50 One copy, or any number of 


copies Jess than five, $1.50 each, 
per year, One copy, five years, $6.00. 


: One free copy addi- 
Free Copies. tional will be allowea 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The updey School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
.Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadeiphia to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
ot The Sunday School ‘limes Company. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school to examine it 
will be sent free upon application. 


4 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 


Pictures of the 
Apostolic Church 


By Sir William M. Ramsay 


The greatest living master 
of the history of Asia Minor 
and of the life of Paul has 
poured the wealth of his life- 
time studies into this work. 
The book is a simple,‘ popu- 
lar, but richly revealing se- 
ties of ‘word-pictures which 
set forth the life, conditions, 
events and character of the 
early Christian Church as 
given in the Acts and cer- 
tain of the Epistles. 


$1.50, postpaid 
Tue Sunpay Scuoo.r ‘Times. Co. 











1031 Walnut Street, Philadeiphia, Pa. 










































































' ’ . 
Estaptisnen 187. Cgids, Catarrh. 


Don’t fail to use Cresolene for the distressing, and 
often fatal, affections for which it is recommended. 
ltis a simple, safe,effective and drugless treatment. 
Vaporized Cresolene s' the paroxysms of Whoop- 
ing Cough and relieves smodic Croup at once. 
t is a d00n to sufferers from asthma. 





Theair carrying the antiseptic vapor, inspired with 
every breath, makes thing easy, thes the sore 
throat, and stops the cough, assuring restful nights. 

Cresolene ves the chial complications of 
Scarlet Fever and Measles and is a valuable aid in 
the treatment theria. 

Cresolene’s best recommendation is its 35 jours of 
successful use. Send us postalfor Descriptive Boo let, 











Por Sale by 
Try Cresolene Antiseptic Throat Tablets for the 
firritated throat, composed of slippery elm ; 
licorice, sugar and Cresolene. They 
you, Of your druggist or from us roc, in stamps. 
TRE y 


LEARN MUSIC 
AT HOME! 
To'biay by Note “Fae 


no, Organ, Violin, Banjo, 
Mandolin, Cornet, Harp, 
"Cello or to sing. Special Lim- 
ited Offer of free weekly les- 
sons. You pay only for music 

i postage, which is small. 
. Beginners or ad- 
everything il- 
, simple, sys- 
lectures each 
course, 16 years’ success, Start 
atonce, Write for Free Book- 
let To-day—Now. 


U. S. SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
Box 83 
225 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
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“ youe-man Te # rhor is a r0d-pp. il- 
‘2 mins, Tae Aew 8 eaate, Home Tidy 
Domestic Science courses. For home-making, teach- 
ing and well-paid positions. American SCHOOL OF 


Home Economics, soz W. 6oth St., Cutcaco, Itt. 


—Bible Class Studies— 


ROBERT &. SPEER, D.D. 


GOSPEL 
: in the oe. A “dy, of 

ha’s Gospe' a man we nown to Sunday 
be chool ‘Times rs Al whose for-conching influenck 
is one of the ey formative forces of religious life 
in America, Net 80 ceats. 
A, T: ROBERTSON, D.D., LL.D. 

STUDIES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

A Handbook for Bible Classes in Sunday Schools, 
for Teacher Training Work, for use in Secondary 
Schools and Colleges. 
WW. BEATTY JENNINGS, D.D. 
The SOCIAL TEACHINGS OF CHRIST JESUS 

A Manual for Bible Classes, Christian Associa- 
tions, Social Study Couns, etc. The teachi of 
Jesus are applied to c social sins and needs of 
to-day, and shown to be the sure and only solution 
of the problems of society. Net 30 cemts. 








F.H, Revell Co,,158 Sth Av., N.Y. 125.N, Wabash Chicago 

















| the analysis of Westcott. 





Books for the 1916 Lessons 


( Continued from preceding page) 


like the book on Romans, can bé obtained 
on application to Fred Kelker, Post-office 
Box 216, Harrisburg, Pa, Gaebelein’s book 
has only just been published and is decidedly 
helpful. A simple but truly helpful little 
work, even though its interpretations are not 
always convincing, is ‘* Light for the Last 
Days,’”’ by Dr. Blanchard (Chicago: The 
Bible Institute Colportage Association, 25 
cents). 

10. General Helps.—No study of this 
period will. be complete without a considera- 
tion or the various historical, geographical, 
chroeptegient: and other points that arise out 
of it, 

(1) Dictionaries— Bible dictionaries are 
always to be consulted on specific points, 
and there are three that call for notice: 
** Davis Bible Dictionary’’ (Philadelphia : 
Westminster Press, $2.75); ‘*The Interna- 
tional Bible Dictionary,’’ edited by Peloubet 
(Philadelphia : John C. Winston, $2.40 net); 
**The Universal Bible Dictionary,’’ edited 
by Buckland (Revell, $1.50 net). Other 
Bible dictionaries are not so free from crit- 
ical material and need special care. 

(2). Geagraphy.—One work alone will suf- 
fice in this connection; ‘*The Student’s 
Illustrated Historical Geography of the Holy 
Land,’’ by W, W. Smith (Sunday School 
Times Co., 7§ cts. net). Most of the chapters 
are yee but of course the last, i 
with the lands of St. Paul’s labors, will be 
directly important. 

(3). Chronology.—Attention is specially 
directed to ‘*An Atlas Illustrating the Acts 
of the Apostles,’’ by Stirling (Revell, 40c). 
Like the companion one us:d in the Lessons 
two years ago, on the Life of Christ, this is 
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admirable for-its clearness and succinctness, 
Another help of the same kindis ‘* ASynch- 
ronic Chart of Early Apostolic History,’’ by 
Croscup (New York, Graphic Text Book Co.,’ 
25c). 
**Arnold’s Chart of Paul’s Journeyings’’ 
(The Sunday School Times Co., 20 cts. net). 
(4). General,—Among the many works 
dealing with aspects of this period, careful 
consideration should be given to ‘* The 
Voyage and Shipwreck of St. Paul,’”’ b 
Smith (New York, Longmans, Green a 
Co., $2.50); ** Medical Men in the ‘lime of 
Christ,’’ by Willson (Sunday School Times 


Co., 1.00 net), which has one chapter on |: 


** Luke the Physician,’’ and ‘‘ The Apostles 
as Every-day Men,’’ by Dr. R. E. Thomp- 
son, (Sunday School Times Co., 50 cts. net), 
a very fresh and helpful series of meditations 
on the characters of our Lord’s twelve dis- 
ciples. 

The Scofield Reference Bible (New York : 
Oxford University Press, $1.50 up) will be 
found an invaluable aid. in these lessons as 
on all other parts of the Bible. 

Analytical Outlines of the Acts, stles, 
and the Revelation, a new book by Margar- 
etta M. Haig (Philadelphia: Westminster 
Press, cloth, 50 cents; paper, 25 cents) will 
commend itself to many as an indispensable 
aid to the 1916 Lessons. 

‘The little book used by the hundreds of 
*¢neighborhood Bible classes’’ during the 
Billy. Sunday campaigns, *‘The Book of 
Acts,’> by Miss Grace Saxe, should prove 
one of the most effective tools in Sunday- 
school classes to secure real study of the les- 
son. Every teacher should secure a copy of 
this pamphlet. It arranges the Book of Acts 
in a most admirable way for ‘ chapter 
study.”’. Order from Fhe Sunday School 
Times at 15 cents, ‘postage 3 cents. 


There is a plan.by which you may secure several of the books mentioned 


in the above article, without money: cost to yourself. 


Refer. to the 


announcement on page 772. 
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The Revelation (By Iva Dutham Ven- 
nard) is a useful students’ hand-book, taking 
a general ‘‘futurist’’ line and based on 
writers like Seiss, Blackstone and others. 
The text is given.on.each page and by its 
side are notes and tions for study. It 
is not to be expected that all readers willbe 
able to adopt the author’s standpoint or 
endorse all her intepretations, but the book 
is enimently worthy of the attention of those 
who desire to obtain light on an important 
portion of Scripture. It gives in a brief sug- 
gestive way many a hint of value for study 
(Chicage: Evangelistic Institute Press, 75 
cents post free.) 


tia (By L. Gaussen, D.D.). 
—A reissue of one of the best known books 
on the subject of the Inspiration of the Bible 
has been made, and it comes endorsed by 
Spurgeon and by Dean Gray, of the Moody 
Bible Insutute, Although the book has been 
out of print.in America, it has bad a good 
and continued circulation in England and 
quite lately a new edition was issued with a 
preface by Professor Sayce. This new Amer- 
ican issue will continue and increase the use- 
fulness of a book which remains by far the 
best stateraent of the verbal inspiration of 
Scripture. There is no doubt that, as Spur- 
geon says, this subject is the turning-point 
of the battle te-day, Dr. Gray’s recom- 
mendation is aé true as it is welcome, and 
will doubtless help forward this book and 
give it a fresh tease of life. (Chicago: Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, 55 cents 
net.) 


John’s Gospel (by Robert E. Speer) is 
a series of suggestions for the study of what 
Dr. Speer calls ** The Greatest Book in the 


World.’’ Like everything the author writes, 


it is clear, scholarly,, suggestive, and spir- 
itual. After four preliminary chapters, the 
Gospel is taken in sections, following mainly 
The text is given 


Case. | and there are ‘questions for reflection and 
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discussion.’’ Dr. Speer refers to Westcott 
and Dods’ as **the two best books on the 
Gospel.’’ He might have added Reynolds 
in the Pulpit Commentary, which is quite 
equal to Westcott, to say nothing of Godet. 
Whetlier for individual study or class-werk 
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this little book will prove of real service, and 
it'may well be recommended as one of the 
best helps to a thorough knowledge of one 
of ‘the most. imipertant parts of the Bible. 
(New York: ‘Fleming If. Revell Co., 50 
cents net.) 


Analytical Outlines of the Acts, 
Epistles, and the Revelation (By Mar- 
garetta M. Haig). — Occasionally there 
emerges from the quiet life of long and 
‘faithful service a personality that the world 
ought to know better, Miss Margaretta M. 
Haig has given her life for many years to 
the work of teaching, and undoubtedly the 
greatest work she has done in this field is 
the training of class after class of teachers 
in the Bethlehem Presbyterian Church in 
Philadelphia. Miss Haig’s little book, ** An- 
alytical Outlines of the Old Testament,”’ is 
well known to many readers of The Sunday 
School Times and is published by The Sun- 
day School Times Company. This new book 
of*hers, issued by the Westminster Press, is 
just the sort of hand-book that the more 
thorough Bible student wants to have as a 
guide in the Bible study section of teacher- 
training work, and equally for personal 
study, apart from classes, of the books as a 
whole. ‘The book is made up of analytical 
outlines of Acts and of the Epistles, follow- 
ing in the main. a. careful treatment by pe- 
riods, and an outline study of each book, 
including authorship, circumstances, design, 
and key-word,. with chapter analyses briefly 
worked out. There are hints for map- 
making, and two good maps in color of 
Paul’s Journeys. The book is greatly to be 
commended for its simplicity and suggestive- 
ness, and for its strong evangelical spirit. 
(Philadelphia: Westminster Press, cloth, 50 
cents; paper, 25 cents.) 


< 


In the special Book Number of The Sun- 
day School Times, November 20, the review 
of ‘Illustrative Incidents for Public Speak- 
ers,’? by. Will H. Brown, mentioned the 
Standard Press of Minneapolis as the pub- 
lisher,—a mistake which the Editor regrets, 
This useful book is published by The Stand- 





ard Publishing Company of Ciwcinuati, Ohio, 


Attention should also be called to} © 


(Lesson for Jan. 2) . December 18, 1915) 


A Kindly Help for 
Failing Strength 


JT ‘O-MORROW and to- 

morrow ... the tide of 

years sets in and the autumn 
of life has come. Energy has | 
become enfeebled, ‘the ‘blood — 
thins, resistance is shaken and — 
the digestive processes weaken — 

—weary days give way. to 
sleepless nights. : - . 
Then will Sanatogen help! 
Not to articles 
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For Sanatogen is the natural way. 
It-is a chemical-union of pur 


that most vital food—“in such a . 
form,” as Dr. Saleeby says, “ that 
the nervous system can actually 
take hold of it.” 

The Rev. A, E. Ballard, D.D., the 
veteran preacher, has written : 


**I received great : 


from 
Sanatogen after an of 


tive ppp a 
tality t certainty all tt chains 
in my case.’ ; 4 ~s . 

And 4s. over 21,000. physicians have 
themselves written in praise of what they 
have seen Sanatogen do in daily practice, 
you may indeed be sure that reputa- 
tion of Sanatogen is founded on truth and 
tangible results. 

Sanatogen is sold by good druggists 

everywhere in sizes from $1.00 up 


Grand Prize, International Congress 
of Medicine, London, 1973. 


SANATOGEN 


Endorsed by Over 21,000 Physicians 


Send for a free copy of “Nerve Health Re- 
gained.” If you wish to learn more about Sana 
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